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important station of solicitor in the General Land 
Office, and thence to @ seat here. 
Judge McRoserrs was selected by the Legis- | 
jature of his native State, over many competitors, 
toa seat in this body, for his probity, capacity, 
and stern and unyielding devotion to the princi- | 
Jes of the Constitution; and, although suffering |, 
under the severest bodily torment from the first | 
moment he appeared here, at the special session || 
in 1841, he labored with untiring energy and un- 
remitting zeal in the business of the Senate, and 
engaged with uncommon ardor in many of its 
most important debates. Apparently trembling 
on the very verge of life, such, however, was the 
intenseness of his mental energy, and his devo- 
tion to the public service, that he daily hazarded 
that life at the callof duty; and such were the man- 
ifestations of talent He exhibited, that hope was 
indulged—though his feeble and wasted appear- 
ance mocked it—that a life so valualle would be 
long spared to his country, and the highest sen- |, 
atorial honors be placed within hisgra’sp. Though |, 
oung, and unaccustomed to this theater of action, | 
C nevertheless emitted, whilst here, sparkles of 
intellectual splendor, presaging for his maturer | 
years a mental radiance of the greatest brilliancy. | 
To me personally, Mr. President, his loss isa 
severe one, as I had counted much on being his 
colleague and associate here, upon the aid I 
should receive—wholly unused as | am to the 
forms and business of legislative bodies—from his 
more matured judgment and enlarged experience. 
In his private intercourse, suffering, as he did, 
under so much bodily pain, Judge McRoserrs 
may have been deemed by some unsocial; but it 
is not so; he was eminently social among those 
with whom he was intimate—possessing a proper 
share of human sympathies, and strong attach- 
ment to his friends. But it is as an intrepid states- 
man, who never swerved from what he deemed 
correct principles, that he is most favorably 
known to his constituents and to the country at 
large. As such, he exhibited at all times the high 
attributes of a great character, and was never 
found wanting when it became necessary to prove 
how much principle is superior to policy. It is || 
as such he was greatly endeared to Lie State, and 
by which he was enabled to stamp his name with | 
honor upon its judicial and legislative history, and 
caused it to occupy no undisunguished place upon 
the records of this body. ¥ 
It may be that some whom I now address and 
shall call upon to vote the usual honors paid to 
the dead, have been irritated, at times, by the zeal 
and earnestness with which he defended his prin- 
ciples and pressed his honest convictions, there- | 
by arousing feelings so characteristic of our na- 
ture, and so apt to be engendered by party col- 
lisions, To all such I would entreat that the grave 
bea barrier to their further indulgence; let all 
feeling of resentment be extinguished within its 
hallowed precincts. 
It is for you, Senators, to determine what hon- 
ors shall be paid to his memory. I present the 


resolutions customary on such melancholy occa- 
sions: 








Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, || 
froma sincere desire of bestowing every mark of respect || 
due to the memory of Hon. Samuet McRoperts, deceased, | 
late a Senator from the State of [linois, will go into mourn- | 
ing, by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. my 

Resolved unanimously, As a further mark of respect for | 

| 
| 


the memory of Hon. Samuet McRonerrs, the Senate do || 
how adjourn. 
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, it is my ur- | 
pose to second the motion just made by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. It may not be deemed inap- | 
propriate for me to do so, as the deceased was 
my personal friend, and as I was the last of his | 
brother Senators whose hand he ever touched. 


i 


Soon after the close of the last session of Con- | 


gress, | found him, on my way to the West, at 
the city of Wheeling, dangerously, and, as it soon 
roved, fatally sick. His strong desire to reach 
is home, and to live or die, as his doom might 
+, upon the bosora of his native soil, amid hie 
friends and constituents, had prevailed upon him 
‘0 pass the mountains through weather but too 


3 
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well calculated to aggravate his malady. The 
morning after my arrival, he was borne from the 
city to a steamer in the Ohio; and I accompanied 
him down the river. He was accompanied, also, 
by a young gentleman in attendance upon him; 
but what was far more important to his condi- 
tion, and grateful to his feelings, he was accom- 
— by his amiable wife, whose attentions to 
1 


im were as assiduous as it was possible for the | 
most devoted affection of the living to bestow | 
| upon the best beloved of the dying. Hisdisease || 


was, I believe, one of the forms of consumption, 


| a disease which, it is known, ever flatters its vic- 


tim with the hope of life, even in the presence of 
death. So was it with him. He seemed not fully 
conscious of his proximity to the grave. He 


| spoke to me—whenever the intermissions of his 
| almost continuous coughing would allow him to 
| speak of his friends in this body—of many who 


are now before me. But especially did he speak 
of one who has since followed him to the tomb. 
He spoke of the ever-to-be-lamented Linn, the 
noblest, purest, and most perfect of human beings 
| have ever known. He spoke of him with the 
feelings of a brother; for, when confined to his 


| bed with sickness, during the preceding winter, 


Dr. Linn, as his friend and physician, had sat by 


| his side like a ministering angel, employing for 
| his relief all the resources of genius, experience, 


and benevolence. He spoke, too, of his own con- 
dition—of his hupes of recovery, of his desire to 
spend the intervening vacation partly in study 
and partly in traveling, for the restoration of his 
health. But it was obvious to all others about 
him that disease had already too far wasted away 
his constitution for those hopes to be realized. I 
therefore advised him by all means to stop at the 
city of Cincinnati, where the ablest medical aid 


| might be obtained; and when his wife united in 


the expression of the same wish, he yielded to 


| our importunities. I parted with him at the mouth 
| of the Scioto. 


A few hours more’ brought him 
to Cincinnati, where he was received by a highly 
intelligent and devoted friend, at whose residence 
he received all the assistance which medical sci- 
ence and devoted friendship could offer. He died 


| on the seventh day after we parted. His eulogy 
| has just been pronounced by another, in the beau- 


tiful language of sincerity and truth. I will not 


disturb the harmony of that language by an at- | 


tempt to add anything more than to say, that his 
eulogy is more fully pronounced in the actions of 
his lite. In the midst of his manhdod, his utility, 
and his hopes, he has passed from the Senate to 
the grave. Of this, Mr. President, the wise 
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The motion of Mr. Ermer having been agreed 
to, the papers were referred accordingly. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, offered the follow- 
ing resolution: ’ 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections do inquire 
and report whether or not Messrs. Edmund Burke, John R. 
Reding, Moses Norris, jr., and John P. Hale, members of 
this House from the State of New Hampshire; Hugh A. 
Haralson, Absalom Chappell, John H. Lumpkin, Howell 
Cobb, William H. Stiles, Alexander H. Stephens, and Ed 
ward J. Black, members of this House from the State of 
Georgia; John Jameson, Gustavus M. Bower, James B. 
Bowlin, James H. Relfe, and James M. Hughes, members 
of this House from the State of Missouri; and Jacob 
Thompson, a member of this House from the State of Mis- 
sissippi, have been elected in conformity to the Constitu- 
tion and the law, and whether they are entitled to retain 
their seats as members of this House for the Twenty- 
Eighth Congress. 


Mr. STEENROD said this was an important 
matter, on which he was desirous that the speedy 
action of the House should be had. For the pur- 
pose of testing the sense of the House, he moved 


to amend the resolution by striking out the words 


‘*Committee of Elections,’ and substituting 


| therefor the words ‘* select committee.’’ 


Mr. ELMER said the committee were unpre- 


| pared to enter upon that matter, and he would 
| therefore be under the necessity of moving to lay 
| the resolution upon the table. 


Mr. DAVIS asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ELMER then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HALE said he hoped the resolution would 
not pass. And in saying this he only said what 
he had said before, and what he deeply regretted 
to be under the necessity of saying again. All 
that they wanted was such an investigation as 
every man upon that floor was entitled to. If the 
resolution should be adopted, he would then move 


/a similar resolution in reference to every other 


gentleman in the House. 

A great deal has been said about the broad seal. 
He had but little veneration for seals, broad or 
otherwise. But he had some veneration for the 
popular will; and he believed that when that will 


| should be fully and fairly expressed, it would be 
conceded that they were entitled, to say the least 


Author of our nature forbids us to complain; but | 


our nature itself obliges us to deplore it. 
ond the motion, 

The resolutions having been adopted, the Sen- 
ate then adjourned. 


] Sec- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 13, 1843. 


After prayer by the Rev. S. Tustin, the Jour- 
nal of yesterday was read. 
The SPEAKER announced Mr. A. V. Brown 


as the member appointed on the Committee of | 


| 
| 
: 


Elections, to supply the place vacated by the res- 
ignation of Mr. Parner. 

Mr. ADAMS asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw his name from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, as ill health would prevent him from serv- 
ing on the committee, 

Messrs. Epwarp J. Brack, of Georgia, and 
Revsen Cuarman, of Alabama, were announced 
to the Speaker as being in attendance. They 
were qualified, and took their seats. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 


Mr. ELMER moved that the papers and doc- 
uments relating to the cases of contested-election 


| 


of it, to a fair investigation. And why had the 
State of New Hampshire been singled out and 
Georgia and Missouri passed over? Were not 
the claims of other gentlemen, who came there 
claiming to be members of that House, to be in- 
vestigated as well as those of the members from 
New Hampshire? Why did the gentleman single 
them out? He was willing to be subjected to the 


/same rules which governed others; he desired 


that all should be treated alike. If this were done, 
he had not a word tosay. But what he objected 
to was, that the members from New Hampshire 
should be singled out; and, as it were, condemned 
without a hearing. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Incer- 


| SOLL] had told the House yesterday that this was, 


in no sense, a judicial question; and, as he was 


| upon this subject, he would say, that while he 


entertained a just consideration for the courtesy 


| with which the gentleman had expressed his 


opinion, he was forced to declare that his own 
opinion regarding the duties which devolved upon 
the House were entirely different. lt was a judi- 
cial question, and a judicial question of the most 
solemn character. Was not ihe House the grand 
inquest of the nation? and was not this virtually 
a judicial proceeding? Were not those gentle- 
men, whose seats were to be contested, standing 
in the position of suitors at law, who, in the event 
of the unfavorable issue of their cause, would 
ineur the forfeiture of all their privileges upon 
that floor? It certainly seemed to him to be a 
judicial question, of the most serious and solemn 
character; and he would much prefer, therefore, 
that it should be referred to the House itself, or 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. JAMESON said, if he understood any- 


returns, which had been referred to the Commit- || thing about the matter, he thought he also under- 


tee of Elections, be referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

The SPEAKER left the chair, calling Mr, C, 
Jounson thereto pre tempore. 


| 


| 
| 


stood the object of the honorable gentleman who 
had moved this resolution. As far as regarded 
the seats of the members from the four States 
concerned, there was no contest at present; there 
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were no persons presenting memorials or peti- || to a committee specially constituted for the pur- 


tions upon the subject; there were no opposing 
claimants for the seats. 
the members from those States stood precisely 
upon the same footing as other members of the 
House. The object of the gentleman then seemed 
to be to bring the matter before a select commit- 
tee, and have a report made by that committee, 
in reference to the title of the members from these 
four States to their seats, in order to place those 
members in the predicament of not being able to 
vote in their own cases. It would be a danger- 
ous precedent; and though it might not touch or 
affect the title of any member of the present 
House, yet it might be made use of hereafter, in 
case a similar question should hereafter arise; but 
inasmuch as there were no memorialists or claim- 


ants for the seat of any member, he could see no | 


propriety in referring the matter to a select com- 
mittee, unless to give the gentleman an opportu- 
nity to attain the object which he evidently had 
in view—of putting it out of their power to have 
any voice in the decision of the question. He 
was willing to meet the gentleman upon the ques- 
tion; but he wanted to meet the House asa body. 
If they were to go into an investigation of the 
merits of the question, let it come before the whole 
House, or a Committee of the Whole House. In 
his estimation, every man who had a certificate 
of return, and had been sworn in, had the same 
right to his seat as that which any member of the 
House had about whose seat there was no dis- 
pute. He hoped, then, thatthe House would not 
refer the matter to the Committee of Elections, 
nor to a select committee, unless they would agree 
to referalso the question as to the right of all the 
other members of that House. Each and every 
man stood equally interested in the matter; all, 
therefore, should vote upon the question, or else 
none atall. He hoped those who were favorable 
to the retention of the seats by those gentlemen 
who were representing the four States, would at 
least refuse to lend their aid to that which here- 
after might be productive of a great deal of mis- 
chief in that House. These were his views, and 
he desired merely to state them to the’ House, 
without going at all into a discussion of the ques- 
tion, which was not, in fact, properly before the 
House for discussion. 

Mr. WELLER could not see what objections 
could be offered to the course proposed by the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Kentucky, which 
seemed to him to be the proper direction to be 
given to the subject. All were anxious to havea 
speedy report and action by the House in regard 
to it; and this desirable result could be best ob- 
tained by a reference to the committee whose 

eculiar function it was to consider such sub- 
ects, 

Mr. COBB was also in favor of referring the 
matter to the Committee of Elections. A full and 
fair investigation of the subject was what he and, 
he believed, the other gentlemen equally inter- 
ested, were desirous of having. 

Mr. ELMER expressed the hope that,the ref- 
erence would be to a select committee, because 
this was one of the most important questions that 
would probably come before the House, and de- 
pended not upon the investigation of facts, but 
upon constitutional law. There were several 
cases of contested elections that would come be- 
fore the Committee of Elections; and that com- 
mittee would be more burdened with business 
than any other committee of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, as one concerned, was glad 
that the gentleman from New Hampshire had 
withdrawn his motion. He was aware that there 
were many gentiemen who entertained objections 
to the tenure by which he held his seat; and he 
was, therefore, anxious that a full report should 
be made on the subject. He would scorn to hold 
his seat for a moment, unless he did so in virtue 
of right; and for this reason he courted the fullest 
investigation. 








And this being the case, L 
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pose. } 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, argued in favor of | 


, the reference to the Committee of Elections. This | 


| probably one of the most judicious selections that 


committee, it was known, was selected after much 
consultation on all sides of the House, and was 


could have been made. It was chosen, too, he 


| had no doubt, in reference to a consideration of 


| in vain waited for a report. 
| believe that a report had been made to this day. | 


this very case; and the sending it, therefore, to 
another committee, would seem to imply a want | 
of confidence in it. 

Mr. BLACK intended to vote for the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia; and in giv- | 
ing that vote, he begged leave to differ with the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Davis] last up, 
who seemed to be under the impression that its 
adoption would imply a distrust of the Commit- 
tee of Elections. He had the fullest confidence 
in that committee, but doubted, from the nature 
of their duties, and the number of cases that 
would be before them, whether they would be 
able to make a report on this subject at as early 
a day as it was desirable theyshould. He wished 
to go before the committee that would be able to 
make the earliest report; and this, he believed, 
would be a select committee. They all remem- 


bered the case of the New Jersey election, at the | 
uestion was | 
at the very commencement of the session; | 


er eee Congress; how the 
mootec 

and after a reference to that committee, how they 
Indeed, he did not 


| So also in the case of the Florida contested elec- 


tion at the last Congress; how that case occupied | 
the committtee; how report after report was made | 


and contradicted in the House by members of the 


committee, and producing the bitterest alterca- 


| tions. 


For these reasons, he wished a reference 
to a select committee. All that he asked wasa 
full, fair, and open investigation, but not a delay 


| till the end of the session. 


| Kentucky, he was now notin favor of either that | 


_ matter to the Committee on the Judiciary. This | 


This question, in the State he had the honor to 
represent, could not be called a political question. 
On it all parties there were united; both parties 


voted for their Representatives under the general- | 
ticket system; and hence his State presented a | 


broken delegation, so far as politics was con- 
cerned, on this floor. 

Mr. T. SMITH said, that though at first in 
favor of the proposition of the gentleman from 


or the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia; and he should vote against them both, | 


with a view of submitting a motion to refer the 


| case being one requiring, not the investigation of 


| facts, but an argument on constitutional law, it 
| seemed to him that the law committee of this | 


House would be the most appropriate to refer it 
to, and that their report would carry more weight 
of authority with it before the country. 

Mr. JAMESON said, that if he got an oppor- 
tunity to do so, he should offer an amendment to 


| refer the matter to the Committee of the Whole; 


| mittee. 


and gentlemen would, in time, see that this was 
the motion that should be adopted. The object 
of making references to committees was, that 


they should investigate the facts involved, and | 


report thém to the House for its action. But in 
this case there were no facts to investigate—the 
question was wholly one of constitutional law; 
and a Committee of the Whole House could con- 
sider it as well, or better, than any standing com- 
When the subject came before the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole House, gentlemen learned 
| in constitutional law could give their views on it; 
and these views would go out to enlighten the 


Mr. BELSER was in favor of the amendment || 


of the gentleman from Virginia; because, by this 
means, they would sooner get a report on the 
subject, and the sooner would it be decided by 
the House. There were several cases of con- 
tested elections referred tothe Committee of Elec- 
tions, which would occupy a considerable portion 
of their time; but this being an isolated question, 
not depending on the investigation of facts, a re- 
port would be the soonest obtained by sending it 


| spect for the memor 


| 


public with more authority than a report of a 
standing committee. 


DEATH OF SENATOR M’ROBERTS. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, stating that that 
body had passed a resolution testifying their re- 
of Samvet McRoserts, 
late a Senator from the State of Illinois, which 
he was directed to communicate to the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It is with feelings of 


extreme delicacy that I (a new member, and the | 
youngest on this floor) arise to address you at | 


| this early stage of our session; and it isa painful 


i 


consideration that I must make my first speech— 
first not only on this floor, but first on the floor 
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| of any legislative body whatever—upon this. a 


| funeral subject. But I have lost a friend, ang 
| sohave you, sir; and so has the State of Illinojs 
| and so has our common country, and 80 the cause 


| of humanity and liberty everywhere. The Hon. 


'Samurt McRoserts, a member of the Unjtea 


| States Senate from Illinois, has left this worlg 


fora better. He died very suddenly, on his way 
| home from the last Congress, at Cincinnati, from 


‘| a cold he had taken in crossing the mountains 


| Judge McRoserts was a native of Monroe coup. 
ty, State of Illinois, and received his education gt 

ransylvania, Kentucky. At a very early period 
he was appointed clerk of the circuit court for 
Monroe county, which office he held until the 
court was abolished. He was then elecied to the 
State Senate; thence he was transferred by General 
Jackson tothe office of United States district attor. 
ney for the State of Illinois; thence transferred to 
the office of receiver of public moneys at Danville; 
and thence to this city, to the office of Solicitor 
of the General Land Office; which he resigned to 
| accept the office of United States Senator, ten- 
dered him by the IIlinois Legislature—the duties of 
all which stations he discharged with the strictest 
promptitude, the utmost fidelity, and universal 
commendation. 

With a very modest distrust of his own abili- 
ties, and a determination never to act until he 
could act understandingly, he had not made that 
parade before the world which others have, in the 
sliort period of time that he held a seat in the 
other wing of this building. But those who were 
most intimate with him acknowledged him pos. 
sessed of all the elements of a great man—indom- 
itable energy, quick perception, and a sound juds- 
‘| ment. His fame might have been slow, but it 

would have been sure. Wherever he moved he 

made an impression; and often left firm conviction 
| where more than doubt remained before. The 
subjects he grappled with he always mastered; 
| and, thinking not of the premature death that im- 

ended him, he was laying the foundation, by 
industry the most indefatigable, for future emi- 
|| nence and usefulness. Could he have lived a few 
years longer, I should have been spared the trouble 
| of telling who he was. His fame would have 
| been commensurate, at least, with the bounds of 
our country; and higher, and still higher, honors 
‘| would have been the free and glad gifts of*an ad- 
| miring people. 
| Greatness, however, is not always synony- 
mous with goodness. But whilst Judge McRos- 
ERTS was emphatically a great man, (though his 
|| greatness had not yet had so ample scope for de- 
|| velopment and extension as that of others,) he 
|| was indeed a good man. ‘To serve a friend, no 
| 
| 








| 
} 
} 
| 








sacrifice was too great for him; and his hear 
ever beat quick with the impulses of kindness, 
|| gratitude,and patriotism, From early experience, 
|| he knew the privations of a frontier life. He 
knew what it was to be without laws, and to be 
beyond the pale of court jurisdiction; and he could 
paint, in living colors, all the horrors of an Indiaa 
| massacre. Hence his sympathies with the Ore- 
gon settler, to whom he wished extended the pro- 
tection of the American flag and the blessings of 
\| American law. After the profoundest research, 
(as his speeches will show,) he came to the cor 
clusion that Oregon was ours—ours by origins 
discovery, ours by several treaties, and, cons 
quently, ours by right. He, then, was for re 
claiming it from British usurpation, and for ex 
tending over American citizens—the ad venturovs 
and deserving pioneers in American enterpris 
and civilization—all the advantages and privileges 
of the American Constitution; and, even though 
|| but little of Oregon was ours, over that little out 
|| flag should wave, and it become ours by posst* 
sion, as it is by title. And it was enough for 
him to know that the poor emigrant needed gor 
| ernmental protection, for him to advocate it wi 
| all those mighty energies which were in his po¥ 
er. Such was Samuet McRoserts, now no mor 
The perishable part of him has vanished foreve 
But his good name—his fame remains. Ay," 
the memory of his transcendent virtues still li 
gers like twilight hues when the bright summer? 
sun is set. ; 
Within the past year, sir, the political firm* 
ment has Jost two of its most brilliant Jumine 
| ries; and they were both from the same body- 
Senators Linn and McRoserrs, friends and 








sociates in early life, and almost cotemporal# 
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~ in death. The loss of one was announced yes- 
: terday, and for him we wear this badge of mourn- 
3, ing. The loss of the other I now announce; and 
e J announce it as one who deeply mourns. And 
h. ] know that my country mourns with me. True, 
‘d sir, these luminaries arose in the distance—in the 
d far West, as some call it; but in the rightful geo- 
y eraphical center of this great Republic, as I call 
' it; yet their effulgence was irradiating every sec- 
7 tion. The fame of one, so far as the knowledge 
z and feelings of the people were concerned, had 
7 reached the culminating point of American states- 
od men, and the other was fast approximating it. 
" But these geniuses corruscate no longer. And 
he whilst we lesser lights shine the brighter for their 
he extinction, let us not be unmindful of our tran- 
ral sition state—of our ephemeral duration; that our 
” lights will soon be put out; and that we, too, ‘in 
” a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,’’ may be 
“i called to give an account for the deeds done in 
a this our probationary being. Let us, then, Mr. 
fe Speaker, so conduct, with reference to our God, 
i our country, our fellow-men, and especially to 
‘ts each other, that if others should be called to ask 
es the usual testimony of respect to our memory, 
sal and vote of condolence at our loss, that vote may 
me not be, as I know it was not yesterday, and | 
li. know it will not be to-day, a ceremonious, cold, | 
i and heartless one. 
oe Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the nem- 
ory of Hon. Samcen, McRosperrs, deceased, the members 
the of this House will wear the usual badge of mourning tor 
vere thirty days; and that the House do now adjourn. 
008- The House then adjourned. 
om- contitiaseahhpectinpaninntnabnictiny 
ide- 
hit IN SENATE. 
1 he Tuurspay, December 14, 1843. 
oe Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Thomas | 
The Smith, praying the remission of a fine and costs 
red; imposed on him for an unintentional violation of 
:im- the revenue laws; which was referred to the Com- 
» by mittee on Commerce. 


— Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 








| ed by the Legislature of New Hampshire, instruct- 


—_—__— ——Q—— A aE — 


ing the Senators, and requesting the Represent- 
atives, from that State to vote for the abolishment 
of the Military Academy at West Point; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Arkansas, praying for the establishment 
of a naval depot and dock-yard, at Memphis, 
Tennessee; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from the 
members of the bar in Stanton and Winchester, 
Virginia, in favor of the increase of the salary of 
the judge of the United States court in that dis- 
trict; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


Also, a petition from Harriet Sanders, of the 


borough of Norfolk, Virginia, the widow of Lieu- 
tenant James Sanders, praying to be restored to 
the naval pension roll; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition from Elizabeth V. Lomax, 
widow of Major Mann Page Lomax, asking com- 
mutation of pay for the revolutionary services of 
her husband; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Jane Gordon, of the town of Bedford, New Hamp- 
shire, the widow of a revolutionary soldier, pray- 
jng fora pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Also, a petition from Gideon Batchelder and 


Shadrack Batchelder, of Nottingham, New Hamp- 
shire, praying the settlement of their claim for 
their services in constructing the Sandy bay 
break water; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. : 

Also, a petition from a number of persons of 


Portsmouth, New Hampshire, praying for a re- | 


duction of the rates of postage; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from 


, Julia L. Weed, widow of Elijah Weed, deceased, 


late of the marine corps, praying for a pension; 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 


Eugene E. T. Smith, praying for a pension in 


few numerous citizens of Delaware county Pennsyl- 
uble vania, praying Congress to make an appropria- 
have tion for the establishment of a dry-dock at Phil- 
ds of adelphia; which was referred to the Committee | 
— on Naval Affairs. 
nad Mr. WRIGHT presehted the petition and pa- 
pers of Quackenboss and others, praying that 
ony: the claim of the United States against them, as | 
Ros- sureties of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of | 
h his the port of New York, may be compromised; | 
ir de- which was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
) he Also, the petition of William De Peyster and 
d, no Henry M. Cruger, of the city of NewYork, pray- | 
heart ing payment for a slave which was taken into the 
ness, service of the United States in Florida; which 
one om referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
. airs, 
to be Mr. MILLER presented a petition from the 
could heirs of David Munn, praying for the payment 
ndian of arrearages of pension due‘ him at the time of | 
 Ore- his death; which, with the papers now on the files, 
e pro- were ordered to be referred to the Committee on 
ngs of Pensions. 
parciy Also, a memorial from the president and direc- 
e col tors of the Bank of the Metropolis, representing 
igine that the charter of that institution will expire on 
cone the 4th of July next, and praying Congress to 
or re grant an extension of the same; which was re- || 
or ex ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- | 
turous lumbia, 
ee Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from 
a yooeph H. Waring, a messenger in the Treasury | 
oe epartment, praying Congress to grant him com- 
. pensation for performing the duties of a clerk, in 
engl addition to those he performed as a messenger, 
6 rs for which he was paid only the sum of $500; 
Si w rm was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
ted a t. BAGBY presented a petition from Stephen 
er teele and Joseph Daniel, praying Congress to 
ee Vest with them title to certain land; which was 
ae referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
a ie = ATCHISON presented a memoriai from 
nmer'’s ber undred and five lawyers, members of the 
in the city of St. Louis, praying the passage 
aaa a requiring a term of the circuit court of 
‘ees nited States to be held in the month of Oc- 










bod y- 
and as 
yoraries 


transaction of business, as at the final term; which 
pee to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
t. ATHERTON presented resolutions adopt- 


tober, in that city, by the district judge, for the | 


\ 


consequence of a wound received in the Florida 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Also, a petition in behalf of Charles Morgan, 


| praying compensation for the services of himself 
| and his father during the revolutionary war; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a memorial from | 


the President and trustees of the Indiana Uni- |) 


versity, praying a grant of land equivalent tothat 
to which that institution was entitled under a law 
of Congress of 1816, but failed to receive; which 
was referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Also, a memorial from a number of citizens of 


Indiana, praying for a grant of land to secure the | 
extension of the Wabash and Erie canal, from | 
|| its present termination to the Olio river; also, a | 
/memorial from forty-three Senators of Indiana, | 
/on the same subject; which were referred to the |, 
, Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from Mary || 
McCall, widow of William C. McCall, late in | 


the service of the United States, praying to be 


restored to the pension roll; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Pensions. 


Also, a petition from Susan McCulloch, widow | 


of George B. McCulloch, late a lieutenant in the 
service of the United States, praying to be re- 
stored to the pension roll; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from Jonathan Ward & Co., of New York, pray- 


| ing Congress to indemnify them for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of having to return to the || 
Treasurer of the United States stock to the | 


amount of $260,940 #2, which was illegally is- 
sued by the Register of the Treasury; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. TAPPAN gave notice’that he would, on 
the earliest day practicable, ask leave to introduce 


a joint resolution to amend the Constitution of || 


IONAL GLOBE. | 35 


the United States, so as to limit the term of the 
judges of the United States courts. 

Mr. VAYTON gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to settle 
the claim to the Pea Patch Island, in the Dela- 
ware river, 3 

Mr BARROW gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow,ask leave to bringin a bill making an 
appropriation for the imprevement of the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. 

Mr. PORTER gave notice that he would ask 
leave to report bills, not distinctly heard. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill allowing 
drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in 
original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in 
Mexico; and a bill for the relief of sundry citi 
zens of Arkansas, who lost their improvements 
in consequence of the treaty betweey the United 
States and the Choctaw Indians. 

Mr. ATCHISON gave notice that he would, 
on the earliest day practicable, ask leave to bring 
ina bill to authorize the occupation, and to en- 
courage the settlement, of the Oregon ‘Territory. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that h 
would, on to-morrow, ask leave to bringin a bi 
to regulate the appointinent of the Assistant Pust- 
masters General of the United States. 

Mr. MILLER gave notice that he would, as 
early as practicable, ask leave to bring in a bill 
making appropriation forthe support of an insane 
hospital in the Distriet of Columbia; and a bill 
making appropriation for repaving and repairing 
Pennsylvania avenue, inthe city of Washington. 


‘ 
i 
it 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BARROW introduced. a joint resolution 


(which was read twice and referred) proposing 
to detail from the corps of engineers in the service 
of the United States, a competent officer, tor the 
purpose of meking an examination and survey of 
the mouth of the Red river, with a view to determ- 
ine on the best mode of removing the bar and 
otherobstructions to said riyer, and appropriating 
$2,000 for that purpose. 

Mr. BATES, agreeable to notice, and on leave, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Tlenvy New- 
man; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committtee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill to refund the balance due Massa- 
chusetts for disbursements during the late war 
with Great Britain; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Commitiee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of General Dunean L. Clineh, 
praying to be indenmified tor los<es sustained by him in 
consequeuce of his property being occupied as a military 
}, post by the United States, be taken from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Clams. 


On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, it was 

Oi dered, That the memorial of Jolin M. Melutosh, pray- 
| ing to be remunerated for property deswoyed by the United 
| Stites troops in Florida, be taken from the files of the Sen- 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Ciaims. 


On motion of Mr. KING, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Joseph M. Her- 
nandez, concerning his claim against the United States, be 
taken trom the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Jolin Grant, late of New 
| Orleans, Louisiana, praying tor permi-sion to sue the Uni- 
ted States tor damages incurred by a breach of his contract, 
be taken from the files of the Seuate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


| On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Noah Miller, praying re- 
muneration for the capture of a vessel during the late war 
with Great Britain, be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


| On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 


| Ordered, That the resolutions of the Legislature of Ark- 
ansas, instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives from that State to vote for the restoration to 
General Jackson of the amount of the fine imposed by Judge 
Hall, be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
; the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER; it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Farrow & Har. 
ris be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred tothe 
Committee on Claims. 
| On motion of Mr. PORTER, leave was granted 
| to withdraw from the files the papers relative to 
| the claim of John Martin. 

On fhotion of Mr. WOODBURY, the resolu- 
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, 1] 
restoring to General Jackson the fine of $1,000, || 


which was presented by him on Monday last, || 
was taken from the table, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was | 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to the subject of finance be referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was 


Ordered, ‘That so much of the message as relates to for- 
eign affairs be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was || 


Ordered, That so much of the message as relates to com- 
merce and navigation be referred tothe Committee on Com- 
merce. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to the District of Columbia be reterred to the Coim- 
mittee on the District of Columbia 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was 


Ordered, Thatso much of the President's message as re- 
lates to the condition of the Indian tribes be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


Ordeved, That so much of the President's message as re- 
lates to military affairs be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, it was 


Ordered, That four hundred extra copies of the report of 
the Postmaster General be printed for the use of the Post 
Office Department. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate all the 
information in the War Departinent on the subject of the 
“mountain howitzer’ obtained by Lieutenant Frémont 
from the arsenal at St. Louis, in May fast, and taken by him 
on the expedition to the Oregon. 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day, under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate why the act of Congress of 
the 26th of June, 1834, entitled ** An act to create addi 
tional land districts in the States of Lilinois aud Misseurn, 
and in the territory north of the State of [IMinois,” has not 
been carried into effect, and the sales of the londs therein 
ordered, as required by the provisions of said act. 


Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by general consent, was then consid- 
ered and agreed to: 


tion of the Legislature of New Hampshire for | Bargow on Monday last, were taken up for con- | 


Resolved, That the annual report of the Seeretary of the 
Treasury ou the finances be reterred to the Committee on 
Finance, except so much thereof as relates to aduninution 
of the expenses of collecting the revenue by abolishing 
some of the collection districts and some of the offices in 
other districts; and so much as relates to duties on tonnage, 
and light money, and the appropriation of the same ; and 
Fo much as relates to the © imposition of a trausit duty upon 
imported merchandise On its passage from one of our ports 
to the dominions of a foreign State immediately adjoining 
the United Siates;’? and so much thereof as relates to a 
warehouse system, and to the establishment of a port of en 
try on the southwestern frontier;—which several subjects 
are hereby referred to the Committee on Commerce ; and 
except, also, so much thereof as relates to a more prompt 
and convenient mode of proceeding to obtain judicial con- 
demnation of goods of small value, which have been seized 
as having been illegally imported ; and so much as recom- 
meuds a right of appeal on behalf of the United States from 
the circuit court to the Supreme Court, in cases involving 
the construction of the revenue laws; and so much as re- 
lates to the fees of the clerks of the circuit and district 
eourts ;—which several subjects are hereby referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and except also so much of 
the said report as relates to the consolidation of two or more 


fices in certain cases ; whichis hereby referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day, under | 


the rule: { 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is 
hereby, directed to furnish the Senate a statement showing | 
what amount of money is now due, unpaid to the State of 
Mississippi, from the United States, on account, respect- 
ively, of the two per cent. fund, the three per cent. fund, 
and the distribution fund, arising from sales of the public 
fands in the said State, on account of each of these several 
funds, since July, 1841—showing the several dates of pay- | 
ment, to whom paid, upon what order or authority, and ex- | 
hibiting all the correspondence which has taken place in 
respect to each of -aid funds between the Treasury De- | 
artmment and any officer or departunent of the said State of 
ississippi. 


The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 





i} 


| cost of constructing such work in the most permanent 
| manner. 


| stitute for the second resolution; 


easennenendiguandednentupemansnnrenseeeteeassiammnanmenncromeed 


sideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
lay before the Senate the plan and estimate for a perma- 


| nent wharf at Pensacola navy-yard, as designed by James 
|, Herron, civil engineer, and approved by the naval com- 


mandant of the station, acting under the instructions of the 
Navy Department. | 
Aud be it further resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy 
instruct Mr. Herron to prepare, for the purpose of being 
transmitted to the Senate, the plan of such a dock, marine | 
railway, or other suitable work, as shall, in the opinion of 
some engineer, be best adapted to the locality, and afford 
the greatest facility for the thorough repair of ships of war 
at Pensacola accompanied by an estimate of the probable 


| 
; 


Mr. BARROW moved the following as a sub- | 
. 
And be it further resolved, &c., That the Secretary of the 
Navy transmit to the Senate such a pian of a dock, marine 


| railway. or other suitable work, to be prepared by a com- 
, petent civil engineer, as shall be, in the opinion of said en- 


uineer, best adapted to the locality, and afford the greatest 
facilities for the construction and thorough repair of ships of 
war, at the navy-yard at Pensacola; accompanied by an 
estimate of the probable cost of constructing such work in 


the most permanent manner. 


CHEROKEE BOARD. 


The resolutions submitted by Mr. Jarnacin 
on Monday last, calling upon the Secretary of 
War for certain information touching the business 
transacted by the Board of Commissioners ap- 
pointed to settle claims under the Cherokee treaty, 
came up for consideration; and, after a few objec- 
tions by Mr. KING as to the form of the call, 
were again laid on the table. 


DEATH OF HON. B. BURNELL. 


A message was received from the House of 


tepresentatives, by the hands of Mr. MeNutry, 

their Clerk, informing the Senate of the adoption 
by that body of certain resolutions in testimony 
of respect for the memory of Hon. Barker Bur- 
NELL, deceased, late a Representative from the 
State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. BATES. Mr. President, as many Sena- 
tors are now present to whom Mr. Burnett was 
not personally known, it is proper I should state 
in few words who and what Mr. Burnet was. 
fle represented the district in Massachusetts 
which was so long and so effectively represented 


by the Hon. John Reed, his immediate predeces- 


sor. He was an inhabitant, and I believe a na- | 


| tive, of the Island of Nantucket. He was a gen- 


| the present Congress by a constituency, than | 


tleman of singular purity of life and character; 
open, direct, manly, and patriotic in his views 
and aims—utterly abhorring whatever he deemed 
sinister, or selfish and wrong. He was ardent in 
his temperament, yet kind, humane, and gener- 
ous. His mind and his attainments were of a 
high order. No man in Congress better under- 
stood than he did the great navigating and com- 
mercial interests of the country; or labored more 


assiduously than he to promote and advance | 


them. 
Mr. Burnexu very early in life was elected a 
member of the House of Representatives in bis 


native State, and was for several years a member | 


of the Senate. When General Harrison was in- 
augurated President, he took his seat for the first 
time in Congress. He was one of the four gen- 
tlemen who were, on the first ballot, elected to 


| which I know of none more worthy, and by a | 


_ vote of approval which was the crowning honor 
| of his life. 


During the long session, Mr. Burnet injured 
his health by a too anxious and prolonged devo- 


surveying districts, and the discontinuance of the land of- | Gon to business, He was worse the last session; 


| and afier the close of it, remained in this city. 


| 





Although in the almost daily hope and expecta- 
tion of returning home to the embraces of his 
friends, he was not able. He died in June, by a 
recurrence of hemorrhage of the lungs. Moriens 
reminiscitur Argos. Not only remembering his 
island home, he died in the Christian’s faith, and 
in the Christian’s hope. He left a widow, (a 
lady with whom it is the happiness of some of 
us to have been acquainted,) and, | understand, 
a son of much promise; to whom, as also to the 
numerous friends of the deceased, a just tribute 
of respect for his memory by the Senate of the 
United States cannot fai! to be grateful and con- 
solatory. . 
Mr. B. then offered the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the.Senate has received with deep sensi- 


OBE. 





December 14, 


bility the communication from the House of Representatives 
announcing the death of the Hon. Barker Burnet, of 
| Massachusetts, who was a member of the last Cong; 
and, at the time of his death, a member elect of the pre 
| Congress. 
| Resolved, That in token of sincere respect for the mom. 
ory of the deceased, the Senate and its officers wil! Wear 
crape upon the left arm for thirty days. 


The resolutions wére concurred in; and 


2 
C83, 


sent 


| The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, December 14, 1843. 


After prayer by Rev. S. Tustin, Chaplain to 

the Senate, 
| _The minutes of yesterday were read by the 
| Clerk. 
| Mr. Apams having yesterday been excused 
| from serving on the Committee on Manufactures, 
his place was this day supplied by the appoint. 
/ ment of Mr. GrinneLu. 

Mr. A. V. Brown having been substituted for 
Mr. Payne as chairman of the Committee of Priy. 
ileges and Elections, that committee now stands 
thus: 

Messrs. Elmer, Schenck, A. A. Chapman, 
Newton, Hamlin, Ellis, Douglas, G. Davis, and 


A. V. Brown. 


DEATH OF HON. B. BURNELL. 


Mr. ADAMS.. At the second session of the 
| Twenty-Seventh Congress, it became my painful 
| duty, amidst the arduous labors and important 

deliberations of the House, to announce the de- 
cease of one of my then colleagues, a member of 
the House from the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, 

The same melancholy service has now devolved 
upon me again; and at the very threshold of a 
new Congress—when every heart should bound 
with hope that the legislation of the nation has 
fallen into hands busily intent, and abundantly 
qualified, to advance the prosperity and promote 
the general welfare of this great community—the 
heart is saddened with the reflection that one of 
our number, among the most ardent, zealous, up- 
right, and intelligent coéperators with us for the 
accomplishment of that glorious purpose—the 
happiness of the people, has been taken from us 

| in the midst of his useful and honorable career, 
cut down by the scythe of Death. 

I am to communicate to this House the demise 
| of Barker Burnett, late an active and efficient 
| member of the Twenty-Seventh Congress, and, 
| by the suffrages of an enlarged constituency, des- 
| tined (had so it pleased the omnipotent Disposer 
_ of events) to take an active, vigilant, and labori- 

ous part in the proceedings of the Congress now 
| first assembled in these Halls. Such has not been 
the will of Heaven. This Hall shall hear his 
voice no more. 

He was a native of Nantucket, a small island 
of the ocean appendant to the State of Massachu- 
| setts, long renowned as the mother of a race of 
| men, for unblemished integrity, for perilous en- 
terprise, for energy of exertion and hardihood of 
| endurance, unsurpassed by any other portion of 
| the dwellers upon this terraqueous globe. In say- 
| ing this, I do but repeat, in humbler strain and 
simpler language, the magnificent tribute of justice 
to the forefathers of the present age, nearly se¥- 
_enty years since pronounced by the most eloquent 
| lips that ever graced the British House of Com- 

mons. The panegyric of Edmund Burke upon 
| the Nantucket whalemen of his age has resounded 
‘in every corner of the earth where the English 
| language is spoken or understood. It has stood 
| the test of time, and will be cherished in the mem 
ory of man so long as that language shall live t 
'| express the thoughts of the wise, the benevolent, 
and the free. 


| 
| 





Sir, the islanders of Nantucket, our cotempo 
raries, have not degenerated from the virtues of 
their fathers; and of that race of men Mr, Bury- 
ELL was the worthy representative on this floor. 
Born and nurtured among them, as one of them 
selves, and chosen by their voluntary, unbough 
suffrages, he reflected upon the deliberative cour 
cils of the nation the express image of their oe 
acter. He had represented them before in bot 
branches of the Legislature of his native Com 
monwealth. Those of us now present who he 
seats in this Hall at the last Congress have see" 
and heard him here. Two years from last May 
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a faithfully did he fulfill that trust. So thought 


his constituents who, with the increased numbers | 


of congenial spirits on the adjoining continent, | 
had, with a confidence in him riveted by experi- | 


ence, recommitted the charge of their interests to 
his hands, already enfeebled by that insidious 


| Judiciary. 


disease which was hurrying him to the tomb! || 


During a great part of the last session of Congress | 
he was disabled for attendance in his seat; and at 
the close of that Congress he was left in the con- 
finement of a sick chamber. There, on the Ist of 
May last, I took leave of him, in the tender and 
affectionate nursing care of a partner worthy of 
himself, and to whom his life was more precious 
than her own. I left him with a yet lingering | 
hope that we might, under happier auspices, meet 
here again. That hope was doomed to disap- | 
ointment; his dissolution was near at hand; and 
on the 15th of June last he expired, far from his 
beloved native island, but with all the appliances | 
of domestic love and friendly kindness that could | 

smooth the bed of death— 
« By strangers honor’d and by strangers mourn’d.”’ 


Mr. A. concluded by offering the following res- 
olutions: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensi- 
bility the annunciation of the decease, in this city, on the 
(5th of June last, of the Hon. Parker BuRNELL, a mem- 
ber elect of this House from the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts. ’ 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the surviving widow 
and relatives of the deceased the expression of its sympa- 
thy on this afflicting bereavement; and, as a testimony of 
respect for the memory of the deceased, the members and 
officers of the House will wear crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as afurther mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the House do now adjourn. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do inform the Senate thereof. 


The resolutions were unanimously agreed to; 
and the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Frivay, December 15, 1843. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 


transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 23d of February last, a letter 


from the Secretary of the Navy, accompanied by || 


acatalogue of books; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Louisiana, praying the 
passage of a law authorizing the remounting of 
the second regiment of dragoons; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from D. 
Appleton and others, booksellers and publishers 
in the United States, praying the passage of a 
law on the subject of literary property; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

Also, a petition from George F. Pearson, a 
commander in the United States Navy, praying 
that he may be established in his proper rank in 
the Navy; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Mary J. Babbit, praying | 
to be restored to the naval pension roll; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

Alsg, a petition from Henry Hatch and others, 
of Boston, on the subject of French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr, ATCHISON presented several memorials 
adopted by the General Assembly of Missouri; 
as follows: 

A memorial in favor of the reéstablishment of | 
the second regiment of dragoons; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A memorial respecting school lands; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A memorial asking for the establishment of an 
additional military post between Forts Scott and 

efavenworth; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

A memorial on the subject of improving the 
havigation of the western rivers; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

memorial respecting American water-rotted 


emp; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

















that State and Iowa Territory. 

Mr. A. moved that the paper be referred to a 
select committee of three. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that this sub- 
ject belonged properly to the Committee on the 
He saw no objection to its taking the 
usual course. Unless the Senator from Missouri 
had some reason to give why that reference 
should be departed from, he hoped it would be 
adhered to. 

Mr. ATCHISON said that this was an act 
passed by the General Assemby of Missouri, 
appointing a commissioner to join a commission- 


|| er on the part of the Federal Government, to set- 


tle this disputed ,question of boundary. The 
reason for wishing the reference he proposed 
was, because he saw no more propriety in refer- 
ring it to any standing committee than to a select 
committee who could devote their especial and 


ee ae : | ; oT 
he camé, full of life and hope and vigorous en- | Also presented an act of the Legislature of | 
ey, to serve his country as a trusty councilor; || Missouri in relation to the boundary between 
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Arkansas, who lost their improvements in con- 
sequence of the treaty between the United States 
, and the Choctaw Indians; which was read twice, 
| and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON, agreeably. to notice 
given, and on leave, introduced a bilf relating to 
the appointment of the assistants to the Postmas- 
ter General, (providing that they shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate;) 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

_Mr. MILLER, agreeably to notice heretofore 
given, and on leave, introduced a bill providing 
| for the insane asylum in the District of Columbia; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, and 
on leave, introduced a bill to transfer to the State 
of Mississippi certain inundated lands, for the 
use of a levee, from the southern boundary of 





undivided attention to the subject. If the Sen- || the State to the mouth of the Yazoo river; which 


ator from Connecticut could show him any im- 
propriety in the reference proposed, he would 


cheerfully withdraw his motion, and let the paper | 


go to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON replied, that it had been 
the usual practice of that body to refer questions 
of boundary to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, he would suggest to 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Arcutson,] that 
the custom of that body was different from the 
invariable practice of the State Legislatures; and 
unless there were special circumstances to induce 
such a course, a subject was never referred to a 
select committee. The question of the boundary 
between Michigan and Ohio was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. Such a question as that 
of the boundary between Missouri and lowa 


be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
And he suggested to the Senator whether he 
would not have a better prospect of succeeding in 





the object he had in view, by that reference, than | 


by submitting it to a select committee, of which || 
| the honorable Senator would himself probably be 
message from the President of the United States, || 


chairman. He had no objection that the subject 
should be submitted to a select committee, but 
he had merely thrown out the suggestion to the 
honorable Senator, on the ground that it would 


be not only more consonant to the practice of the | 


Senate, but that it would really accomplish the 
Senator’s object better, by referring the matter to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. ATCHISON withdrew his motion; and 
the paper was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of Jo- 
seph de la Francia, praying remuneration for 
arms purchased for the use of certain independent 
citizens of Florida in 1810, under the conventional 
Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented additional testi- 


mony in support of the claim of Joseph Veazy; | 


which, with the original documents on the files 
of the Senate, were ordered to be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the re- 
lief of Caroline E. Cuthrell, of the State of Ala- 
bama. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PORTER, agreeable to notice, and on 
leave, introduced a bill to amend an act entitled 
** An act to establish the northern boundary line 
of the State of Ohio, and to provide for the ad- 
mission of the State of Michigan into the Union, 
upon the condition therein expressed ,’’ approved 
in 1836; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a bill relating to the office of surveyor 
general for the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Mich- 
igan; which was read twice, and referred to the 

ommittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FULTON, agreeably to notice given, and 
on leave, introduced a bill allowing drawback 
upon foreign merchandise exported jn original 
packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fé, in Mexico; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill for the relief of sundry citizens of 


| was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
| on Public Lands. 


| PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
| On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of David Currier for a pension, 
| be taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial adopted by the General As- 
| sembly of [ilinois, on the subject of improving the naviga- 


|| tion of the Mississippi, be taken from the files of the Sen- 


| ate, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the citizens of Paducah, 
Kentucky, praying that the postmaster at that place may 


|| be secured from loss by the destruction of the post office by 


| fire be taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 


. . 1] » Post Office >O8 : 
should, according to the practice of the Senate, || °" tHe Post Office and Post Roads 


On motion of Mr. CHOATE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Enoch Baldwin 
| be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce ; and that the petition of Adams 
& Co., praying for the return of certain duties, be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Finance. 





SMITHSONIAN BEQUEST. 
On motion of Mr. CHOATE, it was 
Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re- 


| lates to the Smithsonian bequest be referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Library. 


| CULTURE OF HEMP. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said, that on the last day 


of the last session of Congress he presented a 
bill, the object of which was to authorize the 
translating of a pamphletin the Russian language, 
which treated largely on the cultivation and man- 
ufacture of hemp. It was so late in the session 
that it could not be acted on; but since the Jasi 
session that document had been translated, and 
was communicated to Congress with the Presi- 
dent’s message. He need not say that the sub- 
ject of the culture of hemp was of great import- 
ance to the United States; and especially was it 
of increasing importance to the people of two or 
three of the western States. The people of those 
States are extremely anxious to procure all the 
| information to be had upon the subject of the 
| manufacture of this article. Inasmuch as the re- 
port of the Secretary, which this pamphlet ac- 
companied, was now going to press, a proper 
time had arrived to move the printing of an extra 
quantity of thatpamphletalone. He, therefore, 
rose for the purpose of moving that four or five 
hundred additional copies of it be printed for the 
use of the members of the Senate. 

Mr. KING said he would be the last man to 
withhold from the people of this country, en- 
gaged in any branch of industry, information in 
the possession of Congress that would be of ser- 
vice to them in advancing their business; but he 
suggested whether they had not already gone as 
far as they should go. They had already ordered 
fifteen hundred copies extra of the documents ac- 
companying the message, of whieh this was one. 
He had no doubt, if this document was of such 
general importance, that the newspapers in every 
village would publish such portions of it as would 
give to the cultivators of hemp all the informa- 
tion afforded by it. He was opposed to incur- 
ring an expense for extra printing, unless the 
expenditure would subserve some benefit to the 
country. : 

After a few remarks by Mr. MOREHEAD in 
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favor of hie proposition, the question was put on 
printing four hundred conies of the pamphiet 
alone, and carried in the ailirmative. 

On mouon, tt was agreed that when the Senate 
adjourns, ic adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

. EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after a session of half an hour therein, the 
Senate resumed its legislative business, 


EATH OF HON. JOHN MILLEN. 

A messaze was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by the hands of Mr. McNu try, their 
Clerk, informing the Senate of the adoption by 
thet body of certain resolutions in testimony of 
reapect for the memory of Hon Joun Micien, 
dec: ased, lute a Representative from the State of 
Georgia. 

Mr. COLQUITT. Mr. President, I have in 
my hand a resolution which LT intend submitting 
for the adoption of the Senate, that this body may 
unite with the Flouse of Representatives in paying 
some tribute of respect to the memory of Colonel 
Jounw Mirren, a member elect fram the State of 
Georgia to the present Congress. It is not my 
purpose to eulogize his iife and character, No 
mater how strong might be my inclination to 
speak of his many virtues, | am too well acquaint- 
ed with the feelings of the human heart not to 
know that, at this tine, before this body, my remarks 
could claim no higher interest than would result 
from your characterisuc politeness, I have so 
recently heard, from the eloquent lips of surviving 
friends, the announcement of the lamented deaths 
of associates here—acquaintances rendered dear 
to you by their manly qualities—and have wit- 
nessed the sincere respouse of deep-toned feeling 
on your part, to the call to mingle your sympa- 
thies with country and friends, that I could not 
hope now (no matter how strong my desire) to 
touch a single chord that would vibrate with In- 
terest in the history of a stranger. I shall ask, 
therefore, for the memory of Colonel Miixen, but 
the common and ordinary mark of respect. He 
was a Georgian, a native Georgian; the city of 
Savannah was the place of his birth and his death. 
Tam told his parents died while he was young; 
that he was bred aa orphan, without ancestral 
fame or patrimony to sustain him. His own vir- 
tuous Integrity was an ample substitute for family 
name; his talents and industry more than an 
equivalent for fortune. That he was successful, 
you need only be told that he acquired wealth by 
the practice of law in the city of his nativity; that 
he had friends—numerous friends; his repeated 
election to the Legislature of his State, and his 
more recent election by the people of Georgia to 
the present Congess, are the best testimonials. 
With the path of glory bright before him—in the 
noon-day of life, and before he had entered upon 
the high and responsible duties to which he had 
been called by the confidence and partiality of the 
freemen of his State—his friends, about the middle 
of October, were summoned to mourn his death. 
As additional evidence of regard, | offer, for the 
Senate’s adoption, the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard the announcement 
of the death of Colonel Joun Mitten, member elect from 
the State of Georgia, with feelings of deep sensibility. 

Resolved, That, in testimony of respect for his memory, 
the members and officers of the Seuate wear crape on the 
Jeft arm for the space of thirty days. 

The resolutions were adopted; and, 

On motion ef Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friar, December 15, 1843. 


After prayer by the Rev. S. Tustin, Chaplain 


to the Senate, : 

The minutes of yesterday were read by the 
Clerk. 

THE RULES. 

The movers of resolutions, and the originators 
of motions which gave rise to the unfinished busi- 
ness on the Calendar, consented to postponements 
thereof, so that the House might take up the rules 
for adoption, which are so necessary to the dis- 
patch of business, 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mv. Dromcoore; which is as follows: 


a proposition to correct the Joarnal, to move to spread on 
the Journal ony paper or document which the House has 
previously reused to receive or hear read. 

When moons are made to correct or amend the Jour 
nal by the insertion of papers or documents therein, if the 
House shall not decide n faver of the proposition, the mat- 
ter proposed to be inserted shall not be spread on the Jour- 
nal, noiwithstanding the yeas and nays may be entered on 
the Journal. 


Mr. COLLAMER. The proposed rule in- 
| volves, in substance, this general principle—that 
in a particular case, the House may prevent the 

whole or any part of a proposition by them re- 
jected by yeas and nays, from going on to the 
Journal. Now, sir, if we could free our minds 
from the recollection and influence of the recent 
discussion of what has been called the protest, 
and consider this matter upon general principles, 
(as it should be considered on the present ques- 
tion,) it seems to me we could hardly differ. The 
general parliamentary practice in England, is to 
enter on the Journal only what is agreed to b 

the House; so that it is indeed the Journal of the 
majority. But in this country this is not so, and 
here every vote is to be placed on the Journal. 
This matter has grown out of no new rule in our 
Houses, It is the result and necessary conse- 
quence of the provisions of our Constitution, and 
to that alone is it attributed in the Manual. The 
Constitution provides that ‘*each House shall 
keep a Journal of its proceedings,’’ &c.; ‘* and 


the yeas and nays of members of either House, 


on any question, shall, at the desire of one fifth 
of those present, be entered on the Journal.’’ 
Now, what was the object of these provisions, 
and what its limitations? Most clearly, the ob- 
ject is, that it may be shown by the record how 
each man voted, and on what proposition that 
vote was taken. ‘This as much includes the prop- 
ositions rejected as those adopted by a majority of 
the House. Most obviously, the nature, much 
| less the merits of the proposition, cannot appear 
without the whole paper on which it arises is 
presented; and if the majority may suppress any 
| part, they may suppress the whole of every prop- 
_osition they reject, and so utterly destroy all the 
beneficial advantage of that clause in the Consti- 
tution, and reduce our condition to what it was 
before the Constitution, and make the Journal 
but the Journal of what the majority adopt, and 
at the same time deprive us of the ancient privi- 
lege of protest. 
It is true, the proposed rule applies only to the 
case of a proposition to amend the Journal; butit 
_excludes from the Journal all papers constituting 
the proposition, if the House reject it,even when 
done by yeas and nays. Now, sir, this is nothing 
more nor less than to make an exception of one 
case of veas and nays from the general and un- 
| qualified provision of the Constitution. I insist 
that, as the privilege did not arise from rule, it 
cannot be limited or qualified, or exceptions be 
formed to it, by rules of this House, If the House 
can, by rule, make this exception, they may make 
any other, and so entirely destroy the privilege. 

But this is attempted to be done on the ground 
| of necessity. It is insisted that one fifth of this 

House might, by making the proposition and call- 

ing for the yeas and nays, place the Mormon Bible 

or Hutton’s Mathematics or any other matter on 

the Journal, and require it to be read; which 
_ would occupy our whole time, and entirely defeat 
| the legitimate purpose of our organization. Sir, 

it is not to be presumed that one filth of this House 
| is to be guilty of such a preposterous abuse of 
their privilege, and for which they alone must 
|| stand responsible. 

The provision in the Constitution that the yeas 
| and nays can only be required by one fifth, was 
| intended as oursecurity against unreasonable cap- 

tiousness; and with this security we should be 
content. Neither would this rule, if adopted, be 
|| any security against captiousness and abuse. The 


| fifth part, if so disposed, might employ the whole | 


| time of this House in taking the yeas and nays 
'| on resolutions introduced but to be overruled. 
| Arguing against the existence of a power, or 
| forming exceptions to the use of that power from 


| the possibility of its abuse, is wholly inadmissi- , 


| ble; and [ protest against its adoption. It is said 
|| to be necessary. Necessity is the plea of tyrants. 


| Every power is susceptible of abuse; and if the | 


| power is to be derived or curtailed from such a 
| consideration, we may destroy all power in the 


It shall uot be in order for anv member, under cover of || differentbranches ofthe Government. The House | 


December 15, 


| may expel a member, but only by a majority of 
| two thirds. Now,a member might be so eo. 
tumacious and disorderly as entirely to interrypy 
the proceedings of the House, and persist in go 
_ doing, and more than one third might uphold hin 
| therein: would that authorize the majority to say 
| from necessity, that the case must or could be maj. 
| an exception, and the member be expelled by, 
| bare majority? The rule, sir, is but an atterpy 
| to qualify and limit a constitutional right, which, 
| cannot, in such a way, be done. 
| Mr. C. JOHNSON said he did not see any pro- 
priety in the further continuance of this debate gt 
this time. The adoption of the rules would he 
but temnorary; and it was important to the House 
that theiradoption should take place immediately, 
that the committees might have business before 
them, and that the House might go to work; and 
| therefore he moved the previous question. He 
did this, not because he was unfavorable to the 
amendment—for, at a proper time, he would vote 
for it—but the business of the House and the bus. 
iness of the country required that they should 
adopt the rules, even though the accomplishment 
of that object should for a time cut off the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE intimated to his friend 
from Tennessee, that they were acting under the 
parliamentary law, which would not cut off the 
| amendment. 
| The SPEAKER, after a conversation on this 
| point, decided that the previous question would 
| cut off the amendment. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed from the decis- 
|ion of the Chair; but it-was sustained by the 
| House. 
| The previous question was sustained; and the 
_rules of the last Congress were adopted as 
| amended in the 133d rule a few days ago. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE then moved the adoption 
' 
| 


of his amendment. 
Mr. WINTHROP said that motion would re- 
| quire a day’s notice, 
Mr. DROMGOOLE then gave the necessary 
notice. 


| 
| NOTICES OF BILLS. 
| 


Mr. JAMESON gave notice that, on to-mor- 
row, or assoon thereafter as practicable, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal so much of 
the act approved the 23d day of Angust, 1842, 
as requires the second regiment of dragoons to 
be converted into a regiment of riflemen after the 
4th day of March, 1843. 

Also, a bill making an appropriation for the 
| pay of horses lost by the Missouri volunteers in 
| the Florida war. 
| Mr. HOUSTON gave notice to the House that 
| he would, on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce 
| a bill to reduce and graduate the price of the pub- 
lic lands in favor of settlers and cultivators. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, gave no- 
tice that he would, to-morrow, introduce a bill 
| for the conditional surrender of the stock held by 

the United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company to Maryland and the District 
cities, so as to secure the early completion of the 
canal to Cumberland. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. GIDDINGS gave notice that, on to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, he would move an 
amendment to the 23d rule. * 

RESOLUTIONS. 


| Mr. LEVY, on leave given, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was adopted: 
| 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be required to 
report to the House what buildings and other structures 
| there are at the Pensacola navy-yard, and the cost thereof; 
what further improvements are required to complete it 4s 
a yard for construction and repair of vessels of war, with 
estimates thereof; what plans for the improvement of said 
| yard have been reported to his Department by engineers 
| employed for the purpose ; whether the said navy yard is 
in condition to furnish repairs or supplies to vessels of any 
class requiring the same ; what amount of appropriation, 
specifying the appropriations under their respective heads, 
have been made in each year for the improvement of said 
yard since its establishment; what number and description 





of vessels are employed as a naval force in the Gulf of 
Mexico and its neighboring waters ; and what amount of 


appropriation has been made for the naval service in each 
year, since the adoption of the Constitution. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, on leave given, I 
troduced the following resolution; which w®s 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means b¢ 
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instructed to inquire into the expediency of introducing a 
pil] to levy duties upon the imporration of tea and coffee. 


Mr. J. R. IN@ERSOLL also, on leave given, 


introduced the following resolution; which was 


opted: ‘ 
MOP sed, That the President be requested to cause to be 


furnished to this House such information as may be on file 
in any of the Departments, relative to the formation of a 
junction between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 


DEATH OF HON. J. MILLEN. 


Mr.STILES. Mr. Speaker, at the request of 
my colleagues on this floor, | rise to add another 
shade to the gloom which already pervades this 
House. Day after day have we here been ad- 
monished from the tomb; warning after warning 
have we for three days successively received; and 


et ithas pleased Him ‘in whose hands are the | 


issues of life,’? thata fourth sun shall not set 
until it shall have furnished still another memento 
of the uncertainty of human existence. 

Iris, | perceive, a time-honored custom of this 
Tlouse, that the announcement of death is ever 
followed by a cessation from the duties of life. 

» Whether the practice to ** strike our colors’’ at 
each repeated triumph of the ‘* fell destroyer’’ be 
designed as emblematic of that day when ‘ the 
wicked shall cease from troubling and the weary 
be at rest,’’ or whether intended as an opportu- 
nity to listen to the solemn admonition of our 
own frail and transitory being, the object is 
commendable; and the occasion, if improved, 
will instruct us in the value of life, its purposes, 
its duties, and its destination, and enable us to 
return again to the world the purer, the better, 
and the wiser, from this silent and uninterrupted 
communion with the dead. It is not my purpose, 
nor, indeed, would it be my wish, to pronounce 
a studied eulogium, or to bestow unmerited ap- 

lause upon the subject of the present resolutions. 
Estes upon the departed have become but 
equivocal evidences of merit; and indiscriminate 
panegyric no honor to the dead, and no benetit 
to the living. 

Colonel Joun Mitten, born in Savannah, 
elected by the citizens of Georgia to the present 
Congress, died in his native city, on the 15th of 
October last, aged about forty years. 

Finding himself in early life cast upon the world 
without parents and without patrimony, Colonel 
Mitten, with an energy which ever character- 
ized him, and which could alone supply the place 
of the former and dispense with the necessity of 
the latter, devoted himself, with no further prep- 
aration than a defective early education, to the 
laborious profession of the law. After the short- 
est term of preparatory study, he was admitted 
to the bar, and became at once an efficient mem- 
ber of the legal profession. He was soon distin- 
guished among his associates by perseverance, 
acuteness, and eloquence, and by an extensive 
and lucrative practice, which almost immediately 
accompanied his efforts, ‘* he succeeded (as it is 
said) in accumulating a property abundantly suf- 
ficient to satisfy any reasonable man.” 

Like the sun of his own native South, he was 
warm and ardent in his feelings, true and unwa- 
vering in his course. His errors and infirmities, 
if any he had, (and none are spotless,) were but 
the result of his generous nature; his faults were 
such only as were found to have grown out of 
virtues, and his heaviest offenses to have been 
grafted by human imperfections upon the best 
and kindest affections. 

He was never married. The warmest and ten- 
derest ties were not severed is: his death. He left 

no poses to deplore, no widow to mourn, no 

orphans to weep, over his untimely end; but there 
does survive him one, and one alone, of whom it 

18 not too much to say that in her all these dear 

relations were most tenderly and beautifully 
blended. He left a lone and single sister, who to 
him were these ‘* all in one, am one in all,’’ and 
who, as the grave closed over the mortal remains 
ofa fond and\doating brother, must have pro- 
nounced an agonizing farewell to all her earthly 
kindred, happiness, and hopes. May that Be- 
ing that ‘‘ tempers the wind to the shorn lamb”’ 
comfort her in this the hour of her utmost need, 
and sustain her now, shorn of her protection, 
against the ‘* wintry blasts’’ of a cold and heart- 
88 world. Colonel Mitten served for man 
yours in the Legislature of his native State; and, 
y his readiness in debate, as wellas his effective 





| 
| 





and popular eloquence, he was enabled to accom- 


plish measures which, conferring benefit on his 


constituents and honor on himself, will render his 
legislative course long a subject of grateful remem- 
brance. 

At the last general election for members of 
Congress in Georgia—not by a district, not by a 
portion only of the people, but by the voice of 
the whole State—he was chosen one of her Rep- 
resentatives in the first branch of the National 


| Legislature. 


| improve the portions of duration which remain to | 





ee 


| from above,”’ 


His fellow-citizens had determined for him a 
change in the field of his usefulness, but an all- 
wise and inscrutable Providence had ordered for 


him a still greater change—a change from an | 


earthly to a heavenly field of labor; and instead, 


like his colleagues on this floor, of witnessing on |) 


this day the untried scenes of a congressional 
life, he is now engaged in witnessing the ‘* un- 
tried scenes of eternity.’’ Let us not, my col- 
leagues, murmur at our loss, but rejoice in hav- 


ing reaped the benefit that sad lesson was intended || 


to impart. ‘Time, although the destroyer of life, 


is still the friend of humanity ; although he holds | 
‘in the one hand a scythe wherewith he cuts 


through the thread of our existence, he holds in 





the other an hour-glass, whereby he warns us to | 


run. And to the members of this House let the 
awful memorials of the dead which have recently 


sibly than ever with solemn and suitable reflec- 
tions. Let them convince us more clearly ** what 


| shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue;”’ 
/and, above all, let them suggest, with a force 
| never before felt, the vanity of all human attain- 


ments compared with * that wisdom which cometh 


‘* whose ways are pleasantness and 
whose paths are peace.”’ 


It remains to us only to pay the last tribute of | 
| respect to the memory of the deceased by the 


adoption of the usual resolutions, which I now 
transmit to the Chair: 


Resolved, That this House has reecived with deep sensi- 
bility the communication of the death of Hon. Joun Mi- 
LEN, 4 Representative of the State of Georgia. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will testify 


their respect for the memory of the deceased by wearing | 
| crape on the left arm for thirty days. 


Resolved, That, as a further testimonial of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, this House will now adjourn. 

The resolutions having been adopted, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, December 16, 1843. 


After prayer by Rev. Septimus Tustin, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER announced that the order of 


business would be a call upon members, by States, |, 
| for petitions and memorials. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 





Mr. BARNARD rose to make a suggestion | 


of a Chaplain. 


Mr. HOPKINS said he hoped the business of 


the House would be proceeded with. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON expressed a desire to pro- 
ceed with the references to the various commit- 
tees of the subjects which were to be referred. 

Mr. BARNARD said he would submit a mo- 
tion to the House that all other business be post« 

oned until the election of Chaplain be concluded. 


ie moved a suspension of the rules for this pur- | 


pose; which was carried. 


REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 


Mr. McK AY asked, and obtained, leave to offer 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the state of the finances be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, except so much as relates to ap- 
peals from the decisions of circuit courts to the Supreme 
Court in certain cases; and so much as relates to proceed- 
ings in certain cases to obtain judicial condemnation of 
goods; and so much as relates to the act regulating the 
amount of compensation to be retained out of fees by clerks 
of district and circuit courts when the same person offici- 


| that the House this morning proceed to tie elec- | 
| tionofaChaplain. It was now nearly a fortnight || 
| sinte the commencement of the session, and it | 
| seemed to him that there would be very great pro- 
| priety in postponing all other business, and pro- | 
| ceeding, by unanimous consent, to the election 
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ates in both capacities ;—which shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ; and except, also, so much as re- 
lates to the consideration of two or more surveying districts 
and discontinuance of land offices: which shall be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands; and except so much as 
relates to the establishment of a new port of entry on the 
southwestern frontier; which shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. ADAMS opposed the adoption of the res- 
olution. It was, he said, a very unusual course 
to refer the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to four distinct committees. The practice 
hitherto had always been to refer that report to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, in the first 
instance, though portions of it.might afterwards 
be appropriately referred to other committees, 
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury was 
an important document—the most important ex- 
cept the message of the President of the United 
States—and it seemed to him was not divisible, 
but should be referred entire to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He hoped the gentleman 
would either consent to modify his resolution, so 


| as to refer the whole to the Committee of Ways 


and Means, or else he would assign some reason 
for the unusual course he proposed to take. 

Mr. McKAY observed that although it may 
have been the practice in this House to refer the 


| report of the Secretary of the Treasury to the 


|, practice had obtained in the Senate. 
been crowded upon us, impress us all more sen- | 


Committee of Ways and Means, yet a different 
If the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts had attended to the 


|| proceedings of that body for the last three or four 


days, he would have seen that the course there 


| taken was such as he had proposed; and it seemed 
| to him it was the proper course to be adopted, 


| There were in the report several subjects which 


| would more properly come under the considera- 


\| tion of other committees. 


That part relating to 
the warehouse system belonged, he thought, ex- 
clusively to the Committee on Commerce. The 


| recommendation for the establishment of a new 
| port of entry, was another subject which be- 
| longed, of right, to the Committee on Commerce. 


| The recommendation respecting the court of ap- 


peals, and that relating to the compensation of the 


| district attorneys, and all other amendments of 


the existing law on these subjects, belonged more 
properly to the Committee on the Judiciary than 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Sut it was not his intention to occupy the time 
of the House with discussion upon this question, 
If they were of opinion that the whole report 
should go to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he would offer no objection; he had merely offered 
the resolution because it accorded with the opin- 
ion of many gentlemen about ‘him, and because 
it was in accordance with the practice which pre- 
vails in the other branch of Congress. 

Mr. ADAMS said the reasons assigned by the 
gentleman from North Carolina for adopting his 
resolution, were not satisfactory to his mind. 
The gentleman had referred, in the first place, to 
the practice of the Senate. There had always 
been too much attention paid to the precedents 
there established. A special document was here 
communicated to this House, upon a subject 


| which came almost exclusively under its cogni- 


zance. To this body it belonged to determine how 
money should be raised, and how it should be 
expended. And though the Senate had the pow- 
er of proposing amendments to any money bills 
that passed the House, yet the Constitution itself 
gave to the House of Representatives peculiar 
privileges respecting this subject. 

Mr. McKAY said if the gentleman had at- 
tended to the reading of the resolution, he would 


_ have seen that there was no subject which he had 


proposed to refer to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary or to the Committee on Commerce which 
involved the power of taxation. If this were 
the case, he would readily agree that they should 
all go to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Those portions of the report which related to the 
land olleed and to surveying did not involve the 
subject of taxation; nor did any other which he 
proposed to refer to other committees involve the 
power of taxation. ' 

Mr. ADAMS said he would venture to assert 
that there was not a line in that document which 
did not involve the power of taxation—not direct- 
ly, but indirectly. It was a document differing 

rom all other communications which come to this 
House through the President. It was a direct 
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communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to this House, and it was for this House to 
determine upon the subject of which it treated— 
namely, the manner in which revenue should be 
raised. 





| 
The whole report had a bearing upon that ulti- | 


mate object—revenue. The gentleman had said 
that that portion relating to land offices, &c., had 


no reference to the raising of revenue. Were not | 


land officeyestablished for the purpose of raising 
revenue? So of the warehousing system, which 
the gentleman said had no bearing upon the sub- 
ject of taxation. Everything, unquestionably, in 
that report, had a-reference to the ultimate object 
of taxation of the people, and expenditure of the 
revenue. 

What he desired was, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means should be responsible for any 
proceedings which might be founded upon that 
document. The report upon that communication 
ought to be entirely disconnected with all other 
subjects; but if they were to distribute it amongst 
half a dozen committees, none would be respon- 
sible. 

Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL suggested to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
except from his motion that portion which re- 
lates to the wardhousing system, as it appeared 


to him to be the appropriate business of the com- || 
mittee of which the gentleman from North Caro- | 


lina was the head. 


Mr. McKAY said, when he was up before he | 
had give the reasons why he had moved the ref- || 


erence of the warehousing system to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce; that reason was that the 
Committee on Commerce had that subject in 
charge at the last session, and he saw no reason 
now to change the reference. He, however, had 


no objection to strike out that part of his resolu- || 
tion on the suggestion of the gentleman from || 


Pennsylvania. 


Mr. BARNARD made some observations, |! 


which were not distinctly heard. 


Mr. McKAY said, as there appeared to be ob- || 
jection to the motion which he had submitted, he || 
would change its form, and now move that the | 


whole of the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be referred to the Committee of Ways and 


Means; and the parts could be referred to other || 


committees hereafter, as might be found neces- 
sary. 


The report was then referred to the Committee 


of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose to present a memorial 
for the purpose of reference; but as objection was 
made, it was not received. 

Mr. TIBBATTS rose to give several notices; 
but, at this stage of the day’s proceedings, they 
were out of order, and were not received. 


THE DISTRICT SYSTEM. 


Mr. A. V. BROWN gave notice that he would 
on Monday next, or as soon thereafter as practica- 
ble, introduce a bill to repeal so much of the **Act 
apportioning Representatives amongst the several 


States,’’ approved the 25th June, 1842, as requires | 
the number to which each State is entitled to be | 


elected by districts. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN—AGAIN. 


The House returned to this order of its busi- || 


ness, and Messrs. Strone, Doveras, and Hen- 


LEY, were appointed the tellers to take the || 


vote, 

Mr. STRONG nominated F. T. Tiffany, Epis- 
copalian. 

Mr. HENLEY nominated W.L. Daley, Meth- 
odist Protestant. 

Mr. DOUGLAS nominated Henry W. Dodge, 
Baptist. 


Mr. DUNCAN nominated Isaac Ketchum, I 


German Reformed. 

Mr. GILMER nominated Isaac S. Tinsley, 
Baptist. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, nominated S. G. 
Bulfinch, Unitarian. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON nominated M. A. Muller, 


Lutheran. 
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the whole number of votes taken was 184; neces- 
| sary to a choice 93; of which— 







] Mr. Tinsley received........sssecceess erieecdnecan 63 
| Mr. Daley 
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No candidate having obtained a majority of all 
the votes given, there was no election. 

Mr. PETTIT rose and offered a resolution, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the House will dispense with the services 
of a Chaplain during the present session. 
} [Loud cries of ** No!’’ ** No!” 
|| Mr. P. said he wished the members of the 
|| House to pay for their own preaching and pray- 
|| ing; and not make the people do it for them. 
|| [Cries of ** Order!’? ** Order!’’] 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to postpone the 
|| election of Chaplain, and that the gentleman from | 
|| Indiana [Mr. Perrir] might have leave to intro- 
|| duce his resolution, if it was not now in order. 
| Mr. BARNARD said it was not now in order 
|| to make any motion until the pending business | 
|| was disposed of; for the House was then acting | 
| under a suspension of the rules. 

[Cries of ** Question !’’ * Question!’’] | 

|| ‘The SPEAKER decided that the resolution | 
|| could be received. 
| The vote was then taken thereon, and it was | 
| negatived. 








| The House then proceeded to a second vote for 
| Chaplain; and when the vote was taken, 
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at an early day, to introduce a bill to authorize 


the purchase of the residue of the stock held b 
individual stockholders in the Louisville ang 
Portland Canal Company, and to make the nayj. 


gation thereof free from toll. 


PETITIONS. 


The States, beginning with the eastern States 
in the usual order, were then called for petitions. 
and the following were presented: ; 

Mr. PARMENTER presented the petition of 
Joseph W. Newcomb, for a claim, under a res. 
olution of Congress, in favor of the children of 
General Warren; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MACLAY presented the following peti. 
tions under the rule: The petition of Ramon de 
Zaldo, of the city of New York, to become q 
citizen of the United States; the petition of Ma 
and Eliza Periams for compensation for roperty 
used by the Government in defense of the coun- 
try; and the memorial of Robert Roberts, of New 
York, praying for compensation for damages b 
the loss of the ship Experiment and cargo; all oft 
which were eit referred. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of John 
Fossett, praying compensation for transporting 
the United States mail. 

Also, the petition of L. W. McKown and 2] 
others, in aid of the petition of J. Fossett; and 
also for the establishment ofa mail route in Maine, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Dresser, praying 
for a pension, and the evidence relating to the 


| Mr. STRONG, one of the tellers, reported that | same; which was referred to the Committee on 
| the whole number of votes was 183; necessary to | Revolutionary Pensions. 


| a choice 92; of which— 
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Mr.Tinsley was therefore declared duly elected. 
Mr. DUNCAN rose to give notice that, to- 


j 


Mr. PARMENTER presented the petition of 


|} Lemuel Williams, for an allowance of commis- 
|| sion. 


Also, the resolves of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, on the subject of constructing a yard 
for the building of steam ships of war; which 


'| were referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 


fairs. - 


Mr. WINTHROP presented resolves of the 


| morrow, or at an early day, he should ask leave || State of Massachusetts in relation to the injury 


/to introduce a bill, the title of which was not | 
mentioned; for 


The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from | 


apprehended to the United States naval establish- 
ment in Boston harbor by the destruction of cer- 
tain islands in said harbor; which were referred 


Ohio that the first business was the call for peti- || to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


tions by States. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the House pro- | 
| ceed to the election of its Postmaster. 
_ Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL inquired if there was 
|| notarule of the House by which petitions could | 
|| be laid on the Clerk’s table, and referred, with- | 
| out troubling the House therewith? 
|| The SPEAKER replied that there was a rule, 
|, by virtue of which petitions could be so placed in 
|| the possession of committees, if the Speaker, to 
‘|| whom they must be first submitted, found noth- 
| ing therein that conflicted with the rules of the 


i| 
'| pending motion he then stated to be that made by | 
| the gentleman from Tennessee, to suspend 4he | 
rules, that the House might go into the election | 
|, of Postmaster. 
|| Mr. LEWIS inquired what vote would be re- | 
| quired to suspend the rules? 
The SPEAKER replied that the motion would | 
| require a two-thirds vote. 
ir. LEWIS hoped the House would not agree | 
|| to suspend the rules for such a purpose; and he | 


| moving the present Postmaster. 
| The SPEAKER said the motion was not de- | 
|| batable. | 
Mr. LEWIS. Well, then, I will only say that 
IL shall vote against it. 

| The SPEAKER put the question; and, as the 
|| result was equivocal, tellers were demanded; and 
Messrs. C. 
|| pointed, 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
|| ported—ayes 77, noes 80. 

|| The motion was consequently lost, and the 


onnson and WinTHROP were ap- 


[A _message was received from the President of || rules were not suspended. 


the United States, by the hands of Joun Trzer, 
je-, his private Secretary.] 
Mr. STRONG, one of the tellers, reported that 


| LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 
‘| Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice of his intention, 


. on 
Also, the petition of Harriet Carter, praying for 
a renewal of her pension; which was referred to 


'| the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


Mr. HALE presented the resoluticns of the 
Legislature of New Hampshire, relative to Gen- 
eral Jackson’s fine; which were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. SEYMOUR presented the memorial of 
Ferguson and Reid, of Louisiana; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLINTON presented the petition of Cath- 
arine Johnson, praying for a pension; which was 


|| House—more particularly the 21st rule, in rela- || referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
tion to petitions on the subject of slavery. The || sions. 


Also, the petition of Susannah Scott, for a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. WHEATON presented the petition of the 
inhabitants of the village of Skaneateles, New 


'| York, praying the abolition of the franking priv- 


itege, and the reduction of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Bost Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD presented the petition of 


further hoped that the vote to be taken would test || Joseph Kimball, for compensation for services 
the sense of the House on the propriety of re- || rendered the United States at Sackett’s Harbor; 
‘| which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Ichael 
Tuttle, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. __ 

Mr. BEARDSLEY presented the petition of 
Lettis Pond, praying for a pension; also, the pe- 
tition of Wilmot Marsden, for a pension; which 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. ; 

Mr. BEARDSLEY presented the petitions of 
Gideon A. Perry and John Cook; which were 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CLINTON presented the pet.tion of Char- 
lotte McCaine, for a pension; which was refe 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


Mr. WINTHROP presented the petition of 
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William Neilson, of Baltimore, for reimburse- 


ment of medical pmnenent which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. KING a the resolves of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the Union; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WiNTHROP presented a memorial from 
the city of Boston, on the subject of the islands 
in Boston harbor, and of the danger of detriment 


being done to the naval depot of the United States 


in said harbor; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. : : 

Mr. HALEpresented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of New Hampshire relating to West Point 
Academy; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. ae . 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of David 
Mellen; which was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. , : 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of certain 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying for an appropri- 
ation fora dry-dock at the navy-yard at Philadel- 

hia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL presented the petition 
of J. F.Caldwell, praying for relief in consequence 
ofachange by the Post Office Department in a 
contract for carrying the mail; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. : : 

Also, the memorial of Mary Reeside, praying 
for an act directing the payment to her of the 
amount certified by a jury to be due to her late 
husband, to whose estate she is executrix; which 
was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CHILTON presented the petition of 
Charles M. Gibson, for compensation fora wagon 
and team of six horses lost in the Florida war in 
the service of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Robert S. Ward, for 
moneys overpaid to the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, asking to be compensated for services ren- 
dered in holding official intercourse with the na- 
tives of the Sandwich and others of the South sea 
Islands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS presented petitions from book- 
sellers and others, on the subject of an interna- 
tional copyright law; which were ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. A. moved the reference to a select com- 
mittee of nine. 

Mr. HOLMES suggested that they should be 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL reminded the House 
that he had already given notice of his intention 
to introduce a bill on this subject, as would be 
seen by a reference to the Journal of the House. 
He made some suggestion on the subject of ref- 
erence, which was not heard. 

The SPEAKER then put the question on the 
reference to the House, and the motion to refer 
to the Library Comniittee was negatived, and 
the motion to refer to a select committee of nine 
prevailed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved a suspension 
of the rules, for the purpose of enabling him to 
offer a resolution. 

The motion was decided to be out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a petition from the 
State of New York praying Congress to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, &c. 

The SPEAKER. decided that such a petition 
could not be received under the existing rules of 
the House. 

Mr. ADAMS said the petition also prayed that 
Congress would separate New York from all con- 
hection with slavery; and therefore he deemed it 
admissible. 

The SPEAKER reiterated his decision. 

Mr. ADAMS said the petition was identical 
with petitions which, at the last session, the 
Speaker decided did not come within the rule. 

he petition had not a prayer for the abolition of 
slavery in any of the States or Territories of this 

hion; it was simply a petition that Congress 
would separate the people of New York from all 
canection with coeryians he repeated, that the 
te Speaker decided that those petitions did not 
come within the rule. They were, in consequence 
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received, entered on the Journal, and referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary; to which com- 
mittee he moved the reference of this petition. 

The SPEAKER said he was of opinion this 
petition fell within the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS requested that the Journal of last 
session might be read. i] 
The SPEAKER repeated the expression of 
his opinion, that the petition came within the |, 

rule. 

Mr. ADAMS requested the Speaker to take | 
cognizance of the fact that these petitions were | 
received by the las, Congress. 

The SPEAKER inquired if there was any ap- | 
peal from his decision. | 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not wish to appeal | 
from the judgment of the Chair. He had had suffi- 
cient experience already in the House not to do 
that; but he requested the Speaker to consult the || 
Journals for the precedents of the last session of || 
Congress, in which he would find that petitions, 
identically the same in purpose as this, were re- 
ceived by the House, under the same rule, and 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. If, there- 
fore, that was done—— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and informed the 
gentleman from Massachusetts that it was not in 
order to discuss this matter. 

Mr. ADAMS said he felt constrained, then, to 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, be the re- | 
sult what it might. |) 

The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts could Taraioh him one of the pre- | 
cedents referred to? 

Mr. ADAMS said there were many on the Jour- 
nals of the last Congress. 

After some further conversation, 

Mr. GILMER moved an adjournment, to give 
the Speaker time to look into the precedents on 
the subject; and, also, because the usual hour of 
adjournment had arrived. 

he SPEAKER requested the gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw that motion; which was 
assented to. 





| 
| 
} 
| 
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° 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol-* 
lowing communications: 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, with a detailed statement of the manner in 
which the contingent funds of the Treasury De- 
partment, and the bureaus thereo’, have been 
expended; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Expenditures, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A communication from the Navy Department, 
in answer to a resolution of inquiry respecting the 
fitness of cotton for sails, &c. 

A communication from the office of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, transmitting to the 
House of Representatives copies of all the con- 
tracts made in that office from the Ist of Decem- 
ber, 1842, to the Ist instant, prepared in pursu- | 
ance of an order of the House. 

A communication from the Navy Department, | 
with an abstract of expenditures for the contingent | 
expenses of the Navy, as settled and allowed in 
the office of the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, 
for the year ending September 30, 1843. 

Also, acommunication from the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, transmitting certain 
documents, in obedience to a resolution of the 
House of March last, directing the Clerk to cause 
to be prepared a general statistical statement of 


Great Britain, by Jonathan Elliot, to be accom- 
panied by such tabular facts of other nations 
touching the same subject as may tend more fully | 
to illustrate the statement. 

Each communication was appropriately re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication was received from the Pres- ' 
ident, in which he stated, that in consequence of | 
some accidental omission, the resolution of thanks | 
to Samuel T. Washington, Esq., who presented 
to the nation, through the House of Representa- 
tives, the sword of Washington and the staff of 
Franklin, did not reach him until after the adjourn- 


his approval anid signature, which it would other- 
wise promptly have received. He nevertheless 
felt himself at liberty, and deemed it entirely 
proper, to communicate a copy of the resolution . 
to Mr. Washington, as was manifested by thes 


the funding system of the United States and of || 


ment of Congress; and therefore did not receive | 





_# 


accompanying aor of the letter which he ad- 
dressed to him. he joint resolution, he stated 
further, together with a copy of the letter, has 
been deposited in the Department of State, and 
could be withdrawn and communicated to the 
House, if it saw fit to require them. 

The following is a copy of the President's let- 
ter to Mr. Washington, referred to: 

W asHiINoTon, April 97, 1843. 

Dear Sir: I send you a copy of a joint resolution of the 
two Houses of Congress, as expressive of the estimate 
which they place upon the present which you recently 
made to the United States of the sword used by your i!lus- 
trious relative, George Washington, in the military career 
of his early youth, and the seven years’ war, and through- 
out the war for our national independence ; and of the staff 
bequeathed by the patriot statesman and sage, Benjamin 
Franklin, to the same leader of the armies of freedom in 
the revolutionary war—George Washington. 

These precious relics have been accepted in the name of 
the nation, and have been deposited among its archives. 

I avail myselt of this opportunity, afforded me in the per- 
formance of this pleasing task, to tender you the assurance 


| of my bigh respect and esteem. 


JOUN TYLER. 
To Samvet T. Wasutneton, Esq. 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 18, 1843. 


The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi- 
cation from the War Department, transmitting a 
report of the officer in charge of the Ordnance 


| Bureau, exhibiting the expenses of the national 


armories, and the manufacture of arms therein, 
from the 30th September, 1842, at the close of the 
half year ending 30th June, 1843. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 23d February last, a 
catalogue, prepared under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War, of the books in that Department; 
which, 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, was ordered to lie 
on the table until the like reports were received 
from all the other Departments, to which time he 
reserved the motion to print. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition, signed by 
several females, being a board of managers of the 
Orphan Asylum and Free Female School of Alex- 
andria, praying that Congress will grant them a 
charter; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a memorial from the presi- 
dent and directors of the Georgetown College, 
praying for an act of incorporation; and a memo- 
rial from the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Georgetown, praying for a renewal of their char- 
ter; which were referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Jacob 
Mitchell and a number of others, citizens of Well- 
fleet, Massachusetts, praying the passage of a 
law indemnifying them for French spoliations 
committed prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of the town of Weston, in 
the county of Platte, Missouri, representing that 
their town was laid off on the public lands; that 
itwas now becoming a town of growing commer- 
cial importance, and praying that commissioners 
may be appointed, and that Congress would au- 
thorize the purchase, at the minimum price, of 
the land on which the town is located; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a petition from Peyton 
King, praying that Congress would pass a law to 
compel the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent for the land therein men- 
tioned; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HUGER presented a petition from John 
Fraser & Co., praying that Congress would re- 
fund to them some money paid into the Treasury 


' under a forfeiture; which was- referred to the 


Committee on Finance. 

£,1lso, a memorial from the vestry and church- 
wardens of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of 
the parish of St. Philip, in Charleston, South 
Carolina, praying that certain duties on an organ, 
which was burned, may be refunded to them; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 











Vo aah pel 


RP 


_— 
Pi 


<n Rane 
visions eon 
adieu 
He eae 


~ 


a4 


oo a a a 


% 


ee 


pine Saipit Soe 


Betas gy 


et 


ape va 


Site 


ib epee. 


ee 


” gates » ~ 
a aca ta saan 


td Det ae ne apt na eyrnge S 


vents 


age Seon 


ee ee 


iat 


* 
A ebinectod 





A2 





Also, a petition from the widow and children, 


heirs and devisees of Elihu Hull Bay, praying 
that Congress will pass a law, definitively settling 
their claim to a certain tract of land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Eneas Munson, 
praying for commutation pay for revolutionary services be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of A. Weeks and others, pray- 


ing indemnity for losses sustained in consequence of being | 


disabled from completing a contract by the United States 
troops, be taken from the files, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Campau, assignee | 


of Angelique Coutant, praying confirmation of his title to 
a tract of land, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 


On motion of Mr. CHOATE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Asa Andrews, former col- 
lector of the port of Ipswich, Massachusetts, praying pay- 
ment of acertain sum of money due him on a suit with 
the United States ; and the petition of Henry Gardner and 
others, directors of an association called the New England 
Land Company, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of citizens of Mississippi, 
praying the establishment of a light-house on Deer Island, 
on the gulf shore between Mobile and New Orleans, be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, 


On motion of Mr. BAGBY it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Charles E. 
Sherman be taken froim the files, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files of the Senate the 
petition and papers of Robert Mayo, the repre- 
sentative of George Mayo. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files the petition of Wil- 
liam D. Cheever. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. McDUFFIE gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, or the earliest day practicable, ask 
leave to bring in a bill to revive the act of the 2d 
of March, 1833, (usually called the compromise 
act,) and to modify existing duties on foreign 
imports, in conformity with its provisions. 

Mr. FOSTER gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to estab- 
lish a navy-yard or depot at or near Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Charles E. Sherman; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Caroline E. Clitherell, the widow of Dr. 
George C. Clitherell, late a surgeon in the Army 
of the United States; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi river and its tributaries; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. MILLER, on leave, introduced a bill for 
repairing and repaving a portion of Pennsylvania 
avenue, which was read; and the question being 
on its second reading, with the view of reference 
to a committee— 

Mr. KING said that, when he rose to obtain 
information from the Chair the other day, whether 
the rules did not require that all bills, on their 
second reading, before reference, should be read 
through, instead of being read by their titles only, 
the Chair informed the Senate that such was the 
requirement of the rule, and that it would be en- 
forced. That course has since been acquiesced 
in by the Senate, and by himself in particular. 
He now rose for the purpose of stating to the 
Senate that he would not, for one, insist upon 
that rigid application which had beén given the 
rule for several days past, because he found that 
it would consume a more time than he antici- 
pated. His objection to the practice of the last 


| Congress was, that they frequently passed bills 
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_of importance to a third reading by their titles, 

| without having read the provisions of the bills at 
all; and that practice, he considered, did not com- 
port with sound legislation. He found that if the 
rule was adhered to as construed for several days 
past, a great deal of time would be consumed. 

He hoped it would be the understanding in future 
that all bills would be read the first and second 
times before reference to a committee, by their 

| titles only, unless any Senator should call for the 
reading entire of particular bills. 

| The bill was then read the second time by its 

| title, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the petition of 
J. P. Hadson, reported a bill to settle the title to 
the Pea Patch Island, in the river Delaware; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Committee on Printing, through Mr. Fatr- 
FIELD, their chairman, reported in favor of print- 
ing several documents; which was concurred in 
| by the Senate. . 


| CHEROKEE BOARD. 
| 


The resolutions submitted by Mr. Jarnaain, 
/on Monday last, calling upon the Secretary of 
| War for certain information touching the busi- 
| ness transacted by the Board of Commissioners 
| appointed to settle claims under the Chérokee 
| treaty, came up for consideration; and were, on 
| his motion, again laid on the table. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


| Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following res- 

‘olution; which lies ‘on the table one day, under 
the rule: . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 

| the Senate the value of the imports of the year preceding 

the Ist of October, 1843, distinguishing those free from the 

others ; also, the value of the exports during the same pe- 


| riod, pees those of domestic origin from the others ; 
| and whefe the returns are not complete for the last quarter, 
estimating the value as near as may be. 


f° LAND DISTRICTS. 


| The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 

| Breese, on Thursday last, was taken up for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate why the act of Congress of 

| the 26th of June, 1834, entitled ** An act to create additional 

| land districts in the States of [linois and Missouri, and in 

| the territory north of the State of Illinois,”? has not been 
carried into effect, and the sales of the lands therein or- 
dered, as required by the provisions of said act. 


| 

Mr. ‘BREESE remarked, that he understood 
| that the report of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
‘eral Land Office would have something to say 
|upon this subject. He would, therefore, move 
|to lay the resolution on the table; which was 
_ agreed to. 

MOUNTAIN HOWITZER. ‘ 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Benton, on Thursday last, came up for consid- 
eration; and the words ‘and correspondence” 
| being inserted after the word ** information,’’ on 


|| his motion, was adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate all the 
information in the War Department on the subject of the 
“mountain howitzer,’? obtained by Lieutenant Frémont 
from the arsenal at St. Louis, in May last, and taken by him 
| on the expedition to the Oregon. 


CLAIM OF MISSISSIPPI. 


| 

| 

| The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
| Henperson, on Thursday last, came up, and was 
| adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is 
hereby, directed to furnish the Senate a statement showing 
| what amount of money is now due, unpaid, to the State of 
Mississippi, from the United States, on account, respect- 
i 
; 
| 


ively, of the two per cent. fund, the three per cent. fund, 
and the distribution. fund, arising from sales of the public 
lands in the said State, on account of each of these several 
funds, since July, 1841; showing the several dates of pay- 
ment, to whom paid, upon what order or authority, and ex- 
hibiting all the correspondence which has taken place in 
respect to each of said funds between the Treasury De- 
partment and any officer or department of the said State of 
Mississippi. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- 


| ate proceeded to the consideration of executive 
|| business; and, after sometime spent thereon, ad- 


jjourned. 





| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 18, 1843. 


Mr. HUBARD, under the 24th rule, presented 
the memorial of the heirs of Captain Willian 
| Evans, deceased, for an invalid pension. 
| Also, the memorial of Mrs. An» Scott, widow 
| of Major Samuel Scott, deceased, for revolution. 
ary bounty land, or commutation pay; both of 
| which were referred to the appropriate commit. 
| tees. 

Mr. H. also presented the petition of Messrs, 
James R. Whitehead, William Walker, John 
Daniel, William Watson, and sundry other per- 
sons in the county of Prince Edward, Virginia, 
praying for the establishment of a new post route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. ; 

Mr. ADAMS presented a mass of papers in 
relation to one of the cases of contested election, 
' NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WELLER gave notice of his intention to 
| introduce a bill to extend the provisions of an act 
| entitled ** An actsupplementary to the act for the 
relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of 
| the Revolution,”’ approved 7th June, 1832; so as 
to place on the pension roll all who served for 





| certain periods in the Indian wars of the West, 


down to the treaty of Greenville, in 1795. 

Mr. HUGHES gave notice that he would, on 
a pensor next, or at some future day, intro- 
duce a bill for the organization of a territorial 
government, to be called the Oregon Territory, 
| and for other purposes; and also a bill to estab. 
| lish a port of entry at Independence, in Jackson 
county, Missouri; and also a bill for surveying 
and constructing a military road from Fort Leav- 
|enworth, west of the State of Missouri, to the 
| mouth of the Columbia river, in the Oregon Ter- 
ritory, and for establishing military posts on the 
| same, to give protection to the emigrants to said 
| Territory. 

Mr. DANA gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to bring in a bill to abolish the 
| franking privilege of Senators and members of 
| the House of Representatives, and to regulate the 
amount of their compensation, 

Mr. ASHE gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
| row, ask leave to bring in a bill to establish a 
‘naval depot at Memphis, in the State of Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. STEENROD gave notice that he would, 
| to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill making 
compensation to pension agents. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, gave notice of his 
intention to ask leave hereafter to introduce a bill, 
the object of which was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. BELSER gave notice that on to-morrow, 
| or some future day, he would ask leave of the 
| House to introduce a bill to refund to the State 
| of Alabama a certain sum of money therein 
/named, due by the General Government to the 
| said State, on account of expenditures for her 
| troops, called into service in the late Creek and 
| Seminole wars. 








| 


Mr. LEVY gave notice that he would, on 
| Monday, ask leave to introduce bills of the fol- 
| lowing titles:. ; 
| A bill authorizing, in certain cases, the relin- 
| quishment of the sixteenth sections granted for 
| the use of sahools, and the substitution of other 
| lands; 

A bill to amend the existing laws in relation to 
preémption; 

A bill to amend an act entitled **An act for the 
| armed occupation of the peninsula of Florida;” 
| A bill for the relief of the sufferers by Indian 
hostilities in Florida; 

A bill to authorize the present location by the 
Territories of the lands they will be entitled to 
|upon their admission as States of the Federal 
| Union, under the provisions of the section 
| of the act of ———; : 
A bill to extend further the political franchise 
| of the people of the Territories; ; 

A bill to provide for the completion of the 
public buildings in Florida; 

A bill for the establishment of — routes and 
| mail facilities in the peninsula of Florida; 

A bill for the survey and examination of & 
| route for a railroad across the peninsula of Flor- 
| ida; : 
| A bill for the construction of fortifications 0” 
the Island of Key West; 
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the ports of Key West and Appalachicola; 

A bill for the relief of certain inhabitants of | 
West Florida; 

A bill for the improvement of the navigation of 
certain rivers in Florida; and oo 

A billamendatory of the several acts organizing 
a Territorial Government in Florida. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. STEENROD, leave was 
given to withdraw the memorial in relation to the 
salary of Judge Pennybacker. 

Mr. HUBARD asked leave to withdraw the 
napers in the case of Mrs. Mary Crafton, widow 
of Thomas Crafton, and of Mrs. Mary Gafford, | 
widow of Joseph Gafford; which are now on file, 
inthe Clerk’s office, and were improperly referred 
last Congress to one of the standing committees, 
instead of being forwarded to one of the Depart- 

nents. 

; On motion of Mr. HOLMES, the papers in the 
following. cases were taken from the files of the | 
House, and referred to the appropriate commit- 
tees: 
The papers of Francis Ingraham for a pension || 
—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The papers relating to the claims of General 
Hernandez, for property destroyed in the late | 
Florida war with the Indians—to the Committee || 
of Claims. | 


| 
On motion of Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, all || 
the petitions praying for appropriations for the || 
construction of harbors at the towns of Racine || 
end Southport were taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. HUNT submitted the following resolution; | 
which was read: | 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of || 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two || 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following || 
anendment of the Constitution of the United States be pro- || 
posed to the several States, to be valid to all intents and | 
purposes as part of said Constitution when ratified by the | 
Legislatures of three fourths of the States : | 
No person shall be hereafter eligible to the office of Pres- | 
ident of the United States, who shall have been previonsly | 
elected to the said office, and who shall have accepted the 
same or exercised the powers thereof. 1} 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Mr. BARNARD desired to inquire of the Chair | 


what was the business first in order. 


would be the resolution of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Davis,] to refer the cases of the 
elections from certain States to the Committee of || 
Elections. | 
| 
| 
j 





Mr. BARNARD said he supposed that the mo- 
tion he offered some days since in relation to the || 
amendment of the Journal would be taken up. 

The SPEAKER said that that business would |. 
come up as soon as the resolution of the gentle- | 
man from Kentucky was disposed of. | 


PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE IN GERMAN. 
Mr. FRICK called up the resolution offered by || 


him some days since, directing the Clerk to pro- ||" 


cure five thousand copies of the President’s mes- || 
sage in the German language. \| 


D> 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, called for the orders 
of the day, . 

Mr. HOPKINS observed that there could be || 
ho sort of objection to the resolution of the gen- || 
tleman from Pennsylvania; and he hoped the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky would suffer it to be taken 
up and passed by general consent. 

Mr. ADAMS said, that on referring to the 22d 
rule, it was provided that for the first thirty days |, 
of the session, as soon as the Journal was read 
inthe morning, the Speaker should call on the 
several States in their order for petitions, com- | 
mencing with the State of Maine. On the last || 
‘sion of the House, the call for petitions was 
commenced and proceeded with until it was ar- 
rested by the presentation by him of a petition 
bis the Speaker decided was excluded by the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





ident of the United States, by the hands of Mr. 
oN TyLER, jr., his Private Secretary .] 
Mr. BIDLACK hoped the House would, by 
ow consent, take up and dispose of the reso- 
ition of his colleague; (Mr. Frick.] 


| 
| 
Tules, 
_, (A message was here announced from the Pres- 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


A bill for the erection of marine hospitals at | Objections being made, 


|| two thousand. 


|| was not used. 


Mr. BIDLACK moved a suspension of the 


rules, to allow the resolution to be offered. 


Mr. SLIDELL moved to amend the resolution 


by directing the printing of two thousand copies 
in French. 

Mr. WISE was opposed to the resolution as 
novel and extraordinary. The English language, 


he said, was our mother tongue, our.legal tongue, || 
and our parliamentary tongue; and the proper one | 


only for disseminating the public documents in. 


The great mass of our population were English; || 


and for them ten thousand copies only were or- 
dered to be printed; while it was proposed to print 
five thousand for the comparative small number 
of Germans among us. 

Mr. HOLMES observed that it so happened 


that there were in his town (Charleston) a great | 
number of Low Dutch who did not speak German; | 
and he therefore wished to understand whether | 


the printing, under this resolution, would be 
adapted to their convenience? If not, he should 
move to amend the resolution by directing the 
printing of a certain number of copies in Low 
Dutch. 


Mr. FRICK offered to modify his resolution, || 
|| by striking out five thousand copies and inserting 
There were at least fifteen hun- |) 


dred voters in his district who did not speak Eng- 
lish; and he hoped the printing would be ordered 
for their benefit. He did not deem it so necessary 
to print copies in French as in German, as our 
French fellow-citizens generally read English, 
though the Germans did not. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL observed that this was 


| a small matter, and he hoped no objection would | 
be made to its passage. Everybody who had been 


in Pennsylvania knew that it was the invariable 
custom for that State to print a portion of all its 

ublic documents, the Governor’s message, &c., 
in German, for the accommodation of its German 
population; and, if he were disposed to use any 


ad captandum arguments, he might say that there | 


were no better nor more deserving citizens in the 
country. But there were vast numbers of our cit- 


izens who spoke the German language to be found | 
| in other States as well as in Pennsylvania. There 
were numbers of them in New York, Ohio, and | 
down to the extreme South—many of them men | 
| of education. 


He could see no objection to in- 


curring a little expense for the purpose of dissem- | 


inating our public documents among this class of 
our fellow-citizens. He agreed with the gentle- 


man from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] that the English | 
was our vernacular tongue; but he was one of | 


those who believed that no country suffered by 
the use of two languages. There was not a coun- 
try in Europe in which more than one language 
He was clearly of opinion that, 
if a large and respectable portion of our popula- 
tion wished to see the public documents printed 
~ aera ire language, they ought to be grat- 
ifled. ° 

Mr. HOPKINS remarked that they should 


| spend more money in debating this question than 
|| by its adoption. He therefore asked for the pre- 


vious question. 


Mr. SLIDELL inquired if the previous ques- || 
| tion would cut off his amendment? 
The SPEAKER replied that it would not; but, | 
| on the contrary, would bring the House to a di- 
| rect vote on the amendment. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the whole || 


subject on the table; which appeared to be lost 
on the vote being taken. 
A division was called for. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL called for the yeas 
and nays, and they were ordered; and, on being 
taken, resulted—yeas 53, nays 134, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Beardsley, Benton, Edward J. 
Black, Boyd, Milton Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Campbell, 
Reuben Chapman, Coles, Collamer, Dana, R. D. Davis, De- 
berry, Dellet, Dickinson, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, French, 
Willis Green, Hale, Hamlin, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hous- 
ton, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, Preston King, Kirk- 

atrick, Leonard, McKay, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, 

eyton, Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Rathbun, Reding, 
Rhett, Severance, John ‘TI’. Smith, Stone, Taylor, Vance, 
Vinton, Williams, and Wise—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barnard, 
Belser, Bidiack, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, 
Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Buffington, Burt, Cary, Catlin, Carroll, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Chappell, Chilton, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Crans- 
ton, Cullom, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Douglas, Duncan, Farlee, Ficklin,Fish, 
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|| Foot, Foster, Frick, Giddings, Gilmer, Byram Green, Grin- 
nell, Grider, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Hop- 
kins, Hubard, Hubbell, Hudson. Hughes, Hungerford,Wash- 
ington Hunt, Chartes J. Ingersoll, Jovepli R. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
Jameson, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Labranche, 
Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, MeCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, 
| McClernand, McConnell], McDowell, Melivaine, Mathews, 
Moore, Edward J. Morris, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Owen, 
Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Ramsey, Almon H. Read, 
Charles M. Reed, David 8S. Reid, Relfe. Ritter, Robinson, 
Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, 
| Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Albert 
| Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, 
Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Styles, Strong, 
Sykes, Thomasson, Tibbatus, ‘Tilden, Tyler, Vanmeter, 
Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wilkins, Winthrop, 
bid William Wright, Josiph A. Wright, and Yost 
|| —d 34. 


Mr. RAMSEY rose to move an amendment. 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
been moved, and therefore amendments were out 
| of order. 

Mr. HOPKINS consented to withdraw the 
| previous question for the purpose of admitting the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RAMSEY: then moved to amend the reso- 
lution so as to include not only the President's 
|| message, but the reports of the Secretaries of the 
Treasury, of War, and of the Navy, and also of 
the Postmaster General. He thought the House 
would consent to do this, if it properly appre- 
| ciated our German population, who, it was pretty 
| well known, amounted to three millions. In his 
| own district, of eighty-one thousand they had 
| sixty thousand who spoke, and read, and wrote 

the German language; they had seven German 

presses; and the} had upwards of sixty churches 

in which the worship of God was conducted in 
the German language. And if there were so 
| many in Pennsylvania, to whom it was due that 
| this resolution should be adopted, the case was 
| stronger when they looked at the great number 
| of Germans in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. There 
|| were very large bodies of Germans in the cities 
|| of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and New 
Orleans. 

A document which he held in his hand showed 
that, from the single kingdom of Bavaria, the 
emigration to this country had been twenty thou- 
sand persons, who brought with them money and 
other valuables worth four or five million dollars. 
He deemed the printing of the President's mes- 
sage and its accompanying documentsa very small 
matter; and if the House valued the German pop- 
ulation, it would do all that it could to stimulate 
suchemigration. If these documents were printed 
in the German language as now proposed, they 
would soon, certainly within sixty days, be known 
| in the Germanic States of Europe; and further 
emigration would be stimulated, and our national 
wealth would be proportionately increased. With 
these views, he thought it was the right of so 
valuable a part of our population to have these 
' documents printed in a language in which they 

thought and abeke and he hoped the resolution 
would be adopted. 

Mr. MURPHY inquired if “an amendment 
would be in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would. 
|| Mr. MURPHY said it struck him that in jus- 
tice to his constituents, he ought to move so to 
amend the resolution as to cause these documents 
|| to be printed also in the Low Dutch language, as 
|| had been recommended by the gentleman from 
|| South Carolina, [Mr. Hormes.} He (Mr. M.) 








| came from the land of the Knickerbocker; and in 
this district alone there were probably two or 
| three thousand who read the Low Dutch, and not 
the German language. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if they did 
not speak the Low Dutch, but write and read the 
German language ? 


| Mr. MURPHY replied that the languages, both 
| 








|| written and spoken, were distinct languages. He 
|| then proceeded to say that if, as the gentleman 
\| Ivania [Mr. INGERSOLL] had said, it 
1 would be advantageous to this country that sev- 
|| eral languages should be spoken here, it would 
| certainly be advantageous to the country that these 
|| documents should be published in those different 
languages; an¢ if printed in foreign languages, 
the country would not derive all the advantage 
unless they were printed in the mellifluous Low 
Dutch. [Laughter.] He was, he confessed, at a 
| loss himself to discover in what way advantage was 
1 to be derived to this country by printing these doc- 
uments in these different lancuages, unless it was 
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by combining the copiousness and richness of all 
into one, and making from the whole an Ameri- 
can language. If this was the object of the gen- 
tleman, injustice would be done unless copies 
were printed in the Low Dutch; and he therefore 
moved to amend the resolution by adding a pro- 
vision that two thousand copies should be printed 
in the Low Dutch language. 

Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF inquired if there was 
a Low Dutch printing office in the district of the 
gentleman from New York? 

Mr. MURPHY replied that the type used was 
the English type; and there were many constit- 
uents of his who, if sent for, would come here 
to render the necessary service. [(Laughter.] 

Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF said he had a right 
to oppose the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from New York. That gentleman claimed 
to come from the land of the Knickerbocker; he 
(Mr. B.) had the right to oppose the motion, be- 
cause he was a Knickerbocker himself. The gen- 
tleman from New York said there was as much 
ground for the adoption of his amendment as for 
the passage of the original resolution. He thought 
there was a plain distinction between the two 
cases. In regard to the Knickerbockers, those 
that could read at all could read the English; but, 
in regard to our German population, there were 
a great many—some of whom he had the honor 
to represent, and of whom he could say, that they 
were as worthy men as any that he did repre- 
sent—who roan read only in their native lan- 
guage. They had been in the habit of printing 
documents, and spreading them among their con- 
stituents, to enlighten them on public affairs, and 
to enable them to exercise the elective franchise 
intelligently. He knew no other reason. Well, 
then, here were the naturalization laws, by avail- 
ing themselves of which the German emigrants 


he had never known a German who entertained 
any conscientious scruples of swearing allegiance 
to our Constitution. These documents could be 
printed without much expense, for they had Ger- 
man printing-presses at their doors; and he hoped, 


therefore, that the motion made by his Knicker- || 


bocker friend, for the purpose of burlesquing their 
proceedings, would not prevail. 

Mr. ADAMS said he felt very much disposéd 
to favor the proposition requiring the Clerk to 
procure a certain number of copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message in the German language, for the 
expense would not be very great; but the ques- 
tion assumed a very different aspect when it was 
proposed to print the documents which accom- 
panied the message. These were sufficient of 
themselves to constitute a volume; and it was not 
merely a question as to printing them in this in- 
stance: whenever a question of printing should 
arise, the same argument would apply for print- 
ing a corresponding number in the German, in 
the French, and in the Low Dutch languages; and 
the Spanish also. In fact, it was impossible to 


say in what number of languages oe might be | 
y 


called upon to print; and that not only the mes- 


sage, but the accompanying documents. They | 
would find propositions to print of frequent oc- | 


currence, and in as many languages as the liber- 
ality of the House would allow. What was the 
expense of the ——s of this House already? 
It amounted, he believed, to two or three hundred 
thousand dollars a year. Well, if they were to 
print in the German, French, Low Dutch, Span- 
ish, and he knew not how many different lan- 
guages, the expense would amount to four or five 
umes that sum. Instead of two or three hundred 
thousand, a million a year would not pay the 
expense of printing. : 

Every paper published throughout the country 
contained the President’s message; every paper 
printed in the German language contained the 
message in that language; and all who were in 
the habit of reading the newspapers, therefore, 
would have an opportunity of reading it. He 
thought, therefore, there was something of a 
doubt whether publishing so profusely would be 
really a public benefit equal to the expense which 
it must necessarily occasion. 

A question occurred to him, if they were to 

ass this resolution, who would have the print- 
ing? They had formed a contract with certain 
persons to do the printing of the House; would 
not those printers say that they had a right, under 
that contract, to print these documents ? 


| 
| 





| didates for theo 
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In addition to this, there would be a very con- 
siderable expense incurred for translation. Who 
was to do the translating of these documents into 
the German, French, Low Dutch, and Spanish 
languages? poe would soon have as many can- 

ce of translator as they had now 
for clerkships to committees; and they would 
have to decide between the numerous applicants, 
and then to decide what compensation they should 
have. He could foresee the time (and it not re- 
mote) when they would have to establish a great 
system, a great establishment for printing in for- 
eign languages all the documents of the House. 
| ‘There was a project before the House now for 
separating the public printing from the politics of 
the country or the political press. They would 


|| now have the question doubled and trebled; they 
|| would have to separate the German printing from 
|| the political press; for if they should break the 
|| contract which they had made with Blair & Rives, 


claiming to print in German. } 

n contemplation of all this, he was afraid he 
would be called on to vote against the whole prop- 
osition, and he would move to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table, if it could be got rid of in that 
way. Still, he was willing, for this single time, 
to agree to the printing of three thousand copies 
of the message in German, for he had been lately 


oy would still have the political press coming 
an 
I 





a very favorable estimation of them, and was 


but he really did not feel willing to vote a quarter 
of a million dollars to give them that which they 
| would all have the opportunity of reading with- 


| out imposing upon the Government this enormous 


| expense. 


| . Mr. RAMSEY said he thought the gentleman 


|| from Massachusetts was under a slight misappre- 
become citizens; and, to their honor be it said, || 


hension in regard to the extent of the proposition. 


|| He was confident it would not involve an expense 


of more than one hundred and fifty dollars. 
Mr. A. V. BROWN said, as amendments were 
| being heaped one upon another, he felt compelled 


to move to lay the whole subject upon the table. | 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, said: 1 am sorry to 
sve a disposition on the part of the members of 


| the House to refuse to print the President’s mes- | 


sage in the German and French languages, as 


|| Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fricx.] I, sir, represent on 





| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| this floor more than two thousand German voters; 


| men who feel as deep an interest in the welfare of | 


| our common country, and who are as warmly 
| 


| attached to the principles of our Government as 


_ any other of our citizens, and who are anxious to | 


_ become acquainted with our laws and institutions; 
| men who left the homes of their youth, their coun- 


| try, and all that they held most dear, and planted |, 


themselves among us, that they might enjoy the 
biessings of liberty and all the benefits of our free 
institutions. 
ous, and valuable citizens; and can well appreciate 
and understand all the subjects brought to their 
notice in that document, if published in their own 
language. 1 conceive it, Mr. Speaker, to be our 
duty to furnish them, in this manner, with the 
fullest means of information; and a few dollars 
from the public Treasury applied to that purpose 
will be money well spent. 
this great Republic, and alive to all its important 
interests; and I believe it is our true policy to treat 
those who come among us to settle, and to take 
upon themselves the duties and burdens of citi- 
| zenship, most kindly and liberally; and it can be 


amongst the German population, and had formed | 


willing to afford them every reasonable privilege; || 


proposed by the resolution of the gentleman from | 


They are, sir, intelligent, industri- | 
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} resolution, by substituting two thousand for five 
|| thousand copies. I shall, at the proper time 
| move the printing of five thousand copies. Thank: 
| ing the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. A, y 
| Brown] for yielding me the floor after he had 
| submitted his motion to lay the resolution on the 
table, I comply with my promise to him ty re. 
_newing his motion, at the same time avowing m 
| determination to vote against it; for I am wel 
| satisfied that it ought to pass for even a larger 
number than is specified in the resolution. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY desired that the motion 
might be withdrawn, to give him an opportunit 

| to make a few remarks. Was there ever (said 
Mr. B.) a proposition such as this made to this 
| House? Would the House, at this day, break 
_in upon its established practice, and fall back and 
adopt the language of a foreign country in which 
to disseminate all the proceedings of this House: 
It wasa retrograde movement. If they permitted 
a precedent of this kind to be introduced, it would 
be the entering wedge to any and all propositions 
| of the same character. Looking at the reason of 
|| the thing, would not the same reason exist for 
| printing all public documents which came to that 
| House, in the German, French, Spanish, and 
| Italian languages? If there was reason for print 
| ing in German, there was equal reason for print. 
|| ingin French, Spanish, and Italian. He renewed 
| the motion to lay upon the table; but it was again 
| withdrawn at the request of 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, who acknowledged 
| he felt some anxiety to see the proposition before 
| the House adopted; and he would make a feeble 
_ effort to meet one or two of the propositions of 
|| the gentleman from Massachusetts, | Mr. Apams,| 
|| and the gentleman from New York, { Mr. Bearo- 
| sLEY.] In the pone it was objected that this 
| proposition should not be adopted, because it 
| was now:proposed for the first time. This argu- 
/ ment would have very little weight indeed. To 
|| say that a thing could not be done because it had 
|| never been done before, was far from being an 
American system of reasoning. There would be 
something plausible in saying there were prece- 
| dents against it; but to say merely that it had 
| never been done, was no sort of argument. In 
the next place, as to the expense, as intimated by 
|| the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, he 
would acknowledge that the expense of printing 
| had increased largely, and great effort ought to 
|| be made to reduce instead of enlarging it. He did 
| not suppose, however, that this would have the 
| effect of increasing the expense very materially. 
|| The gentleman from New York had said, if the 
first step were taken it would have to be followed 
/up by others. Sir, ‘ sufficient unto the day is 
| the evil thereof,”’ 

But he would meet this argument in another 
‘| view. One of the greatest advantages of the an- 
1 nual assembling of the Congress of the United 





States, was the dissemination of those documents, 
|| which were printed here at considerable expense. 
|| Every one must recollect, that a few years ago 
| the presidential question was a question of litte 
| importance. Members knew little of each other, 
‘,cared little, and, more than that, they came 
"|| together with antipathies and prejudices. Buthe 
| would call the attention of the House to the fact, 


They are citizens of | that at the last presidential election, two million , 


and a half of votes were given without tumult 
| and without dissension. If the printing and dis 
|| tributing of these papers should cost one hundre 
|| and fifty dollars, he thought that sum could nol 
| be better expended. He renewed the motion 


no reproach to us if we manifest such a dispo- || which, at his request, had been withdrawn; and 


sition. Some gentlemen oppose the printing on 
account of the expense. To such I would reply,* 
that if the proposition is just—which I sincerely 
believe it tthe consideration should not deter 
us, as the expense, at most, can be but trifling. 
Why, sir, should it not be incurred for them? 
They pay taxes, buy our lands, improve the coun- 
try, and aid in every other way in supporting the 
Government; why, then, should they not have 
the satisfaction of seeing the message of the Chief 
Magistrate of the nation—usually considered the 
most important public document—come to them 
in their own native language? I hope gentlemen 
will reconsider this objection, and if they find it 
not well-founded, will unite with us in the passage 
of the resolution. 

ret, sir, that the gentleman from reee 
vania [Mr. Frick} has consented to modify hi 


the yeas and nays having been called for, they 
were taken, and resulted—yeas 84, nays 99; 8 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Barnard, 
Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, 
Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Coles, Collamet, 

S Cross, Dana, Garret Davis, Richard D. Davis, 





Deberry, Dellet, Dickinson, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fis, 
Florence, French, Giddi Gilmer, Willis Green, ‘Byram 
Green, Grinnell, Hamlin, Herrick, Holmes, Houston, Hub 
ard, Hubbell, Hudson, James B. Hunt, Cave Jolson, Pres 
ton King, Daniel P. King, Leonard, Maclay, McKay, Mar 
pty, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, F)® 
nix, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Reding, Rhet, 
Russell, Saunders, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Sey 
mour, David L. Seymour, Jobn Stewart, Thompson, TY 
ler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wheaton, Williams, ¥* 
throp, Wise, and William Wright—84. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Bidlack, Edward 
J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, Bossier, oe 
Bowman, J. Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J. Brown, 
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wn, Buffington, Carroll, Clingman, Clinton, Cul- 
ate w. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglas, 


-Dancan, Farlee, Fick!lin, Foot, Foster, Frick, Grider, Har- 


aison, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Hughes, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Jameson, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew 
Jonnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, La- 
branche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, McClelland, 
MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, Mctivaine, Mathews, 
Moore, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Moseley, Nes, 
Owen, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Ramsey, Almon H. Read, 
Charles M. Heed, David S. Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Robinson, 
St, Joba, Sample, Schenck, Simons, Slidell, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Stiles, 
Stone, Taylor, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Weller, Went- 
worth, White, Wilkins, Woodward, and Yost—99. 

Mr. WELLER thought this question had been 
sufficiently debated, for nearly all the speeches 
had been made for Buncombe ; he therefore moved 

e previous question. 
hes Goneteeesion ensued between Mr. SLI- 
DELL and Mr. RAMSEY; the former gentle- 
man wishing the latter so to modify his motion 
as to make the number to be printed in French 
two thousand. 

Mr. RAMSEY was understood to object, on 
the ground thatthe French population were not 
entitled to so many. 

Mr. SLIDELL said the State which he repre- 
sented was composed of a population of nearly 
equal bar ahaa: of French and English. All 
the judicial proceedings of that State were trans- 
lated both in French and English; their laws were 
promulgated in both languages; and if the Ger- 
man population were to have these documents in 
their native tongue, certainly they should be 
printed in the French, which was the constitu- 
tional language of Louisiana. He hoped the gen- 
tleman from-Kentucky would make no objection 
to such a modification of his motion as would 
give them two thousand copies in the French 
language. 

Mr. RAMSEY suggested one thousand. 

Mr. SLIDELL said, he would state further, 
that there was a large French population in Mis- 
souri; and he would, therefore, appeal to the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RAMSBY again suggested one thousand. 

Mr. SLIDELL said he preferred two thou- 
sand, 

Mr. THOMPSON said, ifthree thousand copies 
were printed in the German language, two thou- 
sand in the French language, and two thousand 
in Low Dutch, there would be a total of seven 
thousand copies; the House had already ordered 
ten thousand to be printed, and thus the namber 
would be seventeen thousand; and he would ven- 
ture to say that such a number of the message, 
with the accompanying documents, had never 
yet been printed by the House. He thought the 
gentlemen had lost the proper time to make their 
motions; if they had been made when the House 
ordered the printing of ten thousand copies, he 
ought to have yoted for the printing of that num- 
ber in the different languages; but now he could 
not assent to it. Take, for example, his own 
case. If the House published these documents, 
he should get his share of them, and, for himself, 
he did not want a single copy of them; and such 
would Le the case of two thirds of the members 
on that floor. He had some German friends, but 
as a general thing they could read and speak the 
English language. Such as he should send such 
documents to, and such as would feel compli- 
mented by receiving such a document, he knew 
could speak the English language. He should, 
therefore, oppose the motion; for, to print seven- 
teen thousand, was to be more extravagant, and 
giving a larger bonus to the Printers of the House 
than was ever known. 

Mr. BIDLACK begged to correct an error into 
which the gentleman from Mississippi and some 
other gentlemen had fallen. The motion before 
the House did not propose to print the message 
of the President and the accompanying docu- 
ments in the German language; but merely the 
Message and the reports of the three Secretaries 
and the Postmaster General, comprising but a 
small portion of the accompanying documents. 

he message of the President and all the accom- 
panying documents, as the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had said, would 
make six or seven liundred pages; but the mes- 
Sage and the documents which the resolution em- 

raced would not make more than fifty 8. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, when the resolution 

referred to the report of the Secretary of War, it 


| 


| 


i 


| 
| 
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referred to all his report, which embraced all the | 


matter which had been received from him as his 
report. 

Mr. BIDLACK said his colleague [Mr. Ram- 
sey] had declared expressly that he meant the 
bare reports of the heads of the Departments, and 
not the documents appended to those reports. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he did not believe the 
resolution, as it stood before the House, would 
bear that construction; nor would the Printers so 
understand it. 

Mr. BLDLACK was sorry there was so much 
time lost on this subject, and he would not con- 
sume any more than to make a few observations; 
for he believed there would be as much lost to the 
Government by a protracted debate as would suf- 
fice to print all the documents that were asked 
for. But he would remark that his colleague had 
referred to the fact that there were coming among 
us a large class of the population of the Germanic 
States, who are emigrating to this country and 
settling amongst us; they were, as was remarked 
by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. J. Baiwxer- 
HoFF,] who represented himself as a Knicker- 
bocker, a class of which he had not known a sol- 
itary individual, who was unwilling to swear al- 
legiance to this Government, and renounce alle- 
giance to all others; they, in fact, were ready to 


do this in advance, and the Government should | 


give them such information, in the tongue which 
they alone understood, as would enable them 


rightly to discharge the duties of citizenship. If, | 
however, the House should refuse to pass this | 
resolution, he thought that refusal would be cal- | 


culated to prejudice that class of the population 
against the Government in which they had shown 
a disposition to repose such entire confidence. 


With respect to the objection of the gentleman | 
from Mississippi, (Mr. T'Hompson,] that the mo- | 


tion was made too late, he begged to remark that 
his colleague had again and again attempted to 
get the floor, for the purpose of pressing this mo- 
tion; but on every dcecasion he had been either 
unsuccessful or anticipated by other business. 


He would remark, in conclusion, that he had re- | 
ceived a letter from a German emigrant in his | 


| State, informing him that there had been formed 


a military company of Germans, and tendering 
their services to the Government of the United 


States in any just war in which it might be en- | 


gaged. Now, he asked whether, when they had 


such a class of men amongst them, they should | 
not send them these documents in a language | 
which they could understand; that, ifa war should | 
arise, they might knoW¥ whether it was a just or | 


an unjust war? [Laughter.] 

Mr. BARNARD expressed a hope that the res- 
olution would not be adopted. We are an Anglo- 
Saxon race, and Anglo-Americans; and he did 
not desire a separate and distinct organization, or 


separate and distinct feelings, views, or opinions. | 
He hoped all our citizens that were capable of | 


ae would be such as were capable of reading 
the English language; and he held ‘it to be the 
duty of every American citizen who may have 
had the misfortune to be born in any country but 
this, and educated in any other land, when he 
comes here and takes upon himself American 
citizenship, to devote himself to learning the Eng- 
lish language. 
this country a homogeneous people from one end 
of the land to the other; and he could not agret 
with the learned and able gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. C. J. Incersoui]} that we were to 
become a homogeneous people by preserving dis- 
tinctions of race. 

He next objected to the printing of seven thou- 
sand copies for those of other tongues; when, for 
those who spoke the English language, but ten 
thousand were printed. He denied that the classes 
stood in these relative proportions to each other, 
and that the former were as two thirds of the lat- 


ter. But, if it was right and proper to print for 


them any part of the accompanying documents, 
it was equally right and proper to print for them 
the whole. ‘The President’s message was an im- 


portant document, but by no means the most im- 


portant. He trusted, however, this example 
would not be set: let them keep to the English 
language in all their proceedings. Gentlemen said 


they had many constituents that were German: | 


well, be it so; and those Germans might hereaf- 


ter elect a German to be a member of this House 
who might be unable to read the English lan- 








He desired to see the people of | 


45 





guage; and should the House now set an exam- 
ple, to be followed hereafter, which would lead 
to the transacti@n of the business of this House 
in the German language? There was no reason 
why the business of this House should be trans- 
acted in more than one language; and it was their 
duty to do all that lay in their power to make 
this people homogeneous—speaking one language 
—the noble English language, and no other, 


Mr. WISE moved to lay the entire subject on 
the table. 


Mr. RAMSEY called for the yeas and nays; 


and they were ordered; and, being taken, result- 
ed—yeas 86, nays 86; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Barnard, 
en, Belser, Benton, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Coles, Collamer, Cran- 
ston, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D, Davis, De- 
berry, Deilet, Dickinson, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Farlee, Fish, 
Florence, French, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, 
Hamlin, Herrick, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hudson, 
Hungerlord, Cave Johnson, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick, Maclay, McKay, Murphy, Newton, Norris, 
Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, 
Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Reding, Rhett, Russell, Saunders, 
Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simpson, 
John T. Smith, John Stewart, Stone, Sykes, Thompson, 
Ty.er, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wheaton, Williams, 
Winthrop, Wise, Woodward, and William Wright—8&6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barringer, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, 
James Black, James A. Black, Bossier, Bowlin, Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J.Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Buthogton, Carroll, Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Cullom, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglas, 
Duncan, Ficklin, Foot, Foster, Frick, Hardin, Harper, 
Hays, Henley, Hopkins, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Perley B, John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, La- 
branche, Lewis, Lucas, McCauslen, McClelland, MeCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, Mclivaine, Mathews, Moore, 
Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Moseley, Nes, Owen, Pet- 
tit, Emery D. Potter, Ramsay, Charles M. Reed, David 8. 
Reid, Reife, Ritter, Robinson, St. Jolin, Sample, Simons, 
Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, 
|| Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Taylor, Thomasson, Tibbatts, 
| Tilden, Weller, Wentworth, White, Wilkins, Joseph A. 

Wright, and Yost—86. 


The SPEAKER gave his casting vote in the 
affirmative; and the motion to lay on the table 
prevailed. 


| 


rrr 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. RHETT rose to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER informed him there was other 
business that was entitled to precedence; and, 
|| therefore, resolutions were not then in order. 
|| Mr. RHETT moved a suspension of the rules, 
|| that he might get in his resolution, which was as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means do 
inquire, as soon as practicable, into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill repealing the tariff act passed in the year 1842, 
and in lieu thereof imposing a maximum rate of duty of 
twenty per cent. ad valorem on imports, discriminating be- 
low this maximum in the duties imposed on the principle 
of producing revenue only. 


He remarked, that he offered this resolution at 
this time in consequence of the action of the 
House on the resolution of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. Incersotr,}) which he 
supposed was in response to the recommendation 
of the Executive to tax tea and coffee. 

[The resolution of Mr. J. R. Incersout, to 
which the gentleman from South Carolina re- 
ferred, was offered and acted on on Friday last, 
and was in the following terms: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of introducing a 
bill to levy duties upon the importation of tea and coffee.) 


Mr. RHETT called for the yeas and nays on 
his motion to suspend the rules, and they were 
ordered; and being taken, resulted —yeas 77, 
nays 108; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Belser, Edward J. 
Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dickinson, Douglas, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Ficklin, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, 
Houston, Hubard, Hughes, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, 
Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, MeDowell, McKay, Mathews, Moore, Murphy, Nor- 
ris, Owen, Pewit, David S. Reid, Reding, Rhett, St. John, 
Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, Thomas Smith, 
\| Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Taylor, 
Thompson, Weller, Wentworth, Wise, and Woodward 
—77. 

NAYS—Messers. Adams, Anderson, Barringer, Barnard, 
|| Beardsley, Benton, Bidiack, James Biack, Bossier, Brod- 
| head, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cald- 
well, Cary, Com, Catlin, Chappell, Chilton, Clingman, 





Clinton, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Richard D. Davis, Del- 
let, Dickey, Dillingham, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Fish, Flor. 
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ence, Foot, Foster, French, Frick, Willis Green, Byram | 
Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, || 
Hopkins, Hubbell, Hudson, Mungerford, Washington Hunt, || 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersof, Irvin, Jenks, Per- || 
ley B. Johnson, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche, McCauslen, Mclivaine, Edward J. Morris, Jo- 
seph Morris, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, 
Peyton, Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, 
Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, Relfe, Ritter, | 
Robinson, Russell, Sample, Senter, David L. Seymour, 
Simons, Slidell, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Stephens, 
Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Sykes, Thomas- 
son, Tibhatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Winthrop, William | 
Wright, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—108. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. | 


After some conversation on the order of busi- || 
ness, the House proceeded to the consideration 
of the following resolution, heretofore offered by | 
Mr. Davis, of Kentucky: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections do inquire 
and report whether or not Messrs. Edmund Burke, John R. 
Reding, Moses Norris, jr., and John P. Hale, members of 
this House from the State of New Hampshire; Hugh A. 
Haralson, Absalom Chappell, John H. Lumpkin, Howell 
Cobb, William U1, Stiles, Alexander H, Stephens, and Ed- 
ward J. Black, members of this House from the State of 
Georgia; John Jameson, Gustavus M. Bower, James B. 
Bowlin, James H. Relfe, and James M. Hughes, members of | 
this House from the State of Missouri; and Jacob Thomp- | 
son, a member of this House from the State of Mississippi, | 
have been elected in conformity to the Constitution and | 
the law, and whether thev are entitled to retain their seats 
as members of this House for the Twenty-Eighth Con- 
gress. 


Which resolution Mr. Sreenrop had moved 
to amend by striking out the words ‘* Committee 


of Elections,’ and substituting therefor the words 
’ 


** select committee.’ 
Which amendment Mr. Jameson had moved & 


to amend by substituting for the words * select | 
committee’? the words ** Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union.”’ | 

And the pending question was on the amend- | 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. TIBBATTS sent to the Chair a proposi- 
tion, which (not being now in order) was read 
for information, and which he desired might be 
accepted as a modification, It instructed the 
Committee on the Judiciary to inquire and re- 
port whether the second section of the apportion- 
ment law (t.e., the section requiring elections by 
single districts) be of any binding force on the 
several States of this Union. 

Mr. JAMESON said he would determine 
whether he would accept the proposition of the 
gentleman in lieu of that which he had made. 
When he had given way the other day, he was 
attempting to show to the House that there was 
no necessity whatever of referring this matter to 
the Committee of Elections; and he would now 
state that the original proposition had come from | 
the wrong side of this House. It was from the | 


gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis,] who, || 


with forty-nine others, had prejudged this case, | 
and put their names to that solemn protest (as it 
was styled) by which they had determined that 


committee was, that it might investigate and re- 
port back all the facts that would entitle the House 
to judge on the subject. The gentleman, then, 
and forty-nine others, had already assumed and 
decided upon the facts; and as fifty members of | 


this House had already determined this question, 
truly they could need no more light upon it from 


the report of acommittee. Mr. J. called, then, 
upon the other members of this House who had 
not, as yet, acted upon this matter, to know 
whether they were not as well prepared to decide | 
this question in this House as they would be if a | 
report were made by a committee. 


| pect this? 
we are not entitled to our seats. The object of a || 





This was a motion without a precedent in the 
annals of the legislation of this country. They 
had, for the first time, a proposition made in this 
Hall by members from one sovereign State, con- 
testing the rights to their seats of members from 
another sovereign State. All the propositions of 
this kind heretofore had been from citizens of the 
same State from which the member elect came. 
They established, then, a precedent here, that in 
this Hall the members from one State were jo rise | 
up and contest the rights to seats of members | 
from another State. Carry out this precedent, 
and the time might come when it might be neces- 
sary fora small majority of this House to rid 
themselves of the minority, and they would put 
themselves to contest the rights to their seats of 
the minority, and thus disfranchise the States 
Was there any prece- || 


dent, any right, any law, for such a proposi- 


tion? . 

In this matter, Mr. J. took the high ground 
that this was not a referable subject; that it was 
not to be referred toacommittee. It did not stand 
upon the grounds of a contested election; it stood 
on the ground of sovereign States contending for 
their rights to seats upon this floor under the Con- 
stitution of the country. They stood here with 
their seats uncontested, with the same evidence 
of rights to seats as any gentleman on this floor 
had; and, so long as they kept the matter before 
the House, their right could be maintained, so far 
at least as that the States from which they came 


| should not be disfranchised on this floor. Mr. J. 


begged leave to differ from some of his friends 
who were situated as he was on this floor; for, 
when they conceded the principle—representing, 
as they did, sovereign States—that a member from 
any other State had a right to select them out 
from the other members of this body and refer 


| their case to a committee for adjudication, that 
| very moment they placed themselves in a predic- 


ament where, from delicacy and from the rules of 


this House, they were compelled to disfranchise 


their own States, as they were precluded from 
voting upon their own case. ; 

This matter should not go toa committee. It 
was admitting that there _ some doubt as to 
their right to their seats. Having once admitted 
that; having referred the matter to a committee, 
and that committee having reported, they were 
instantaneously placed in a predicament where 
they would have no right to act upon the case. 
Delicacy itself, if not the very rules of the House, 
would prevent, if these States were fully repre- 


| sented, twenty-four members of this House from 


voting upon the report. Mr. J. was not willing, 
by any act of his, either now or hereafter, to es- 


tablish a precedent which would hereafter dis- 
| franchise the State which he had the honor, in 


part, to represent. It was very clear that the gen- 


| Ueman who had introduced this proposition, and 


those who acted with him, as he had before ob- 


‘served, wanted no light from the report of a com- 


mittee, because they had already decided upon 
the case; they could wot complain if there was no 


report made. Let him suppose a case—that these 


four States should come precisely in the same po- 


| sition in the Twenty-Ninth as they were in the 
| Twenty-Eighth Congress, and that the majority 


should not be so large as it was at the present 


‘| who believed that this law was a nullity; they 
would then be setting this precedent by which— 
| having admitted that theré was some doubt upon 


the subject; not having taken the high ground that 
they had the same right to their seats as the other 
members on this floor—they would be precluded, 
when the report was made, from a voice upon it, 
and by which they would all be sent home in the 
Twenty-Ninth Congress. Did their States ex- 
Had they not sent them here for the 
direct purpose of maintaining their rights on this 


floor? It was not the mere object of holding a 
| seat here; it was not Mr. J.’s own, or his State’s 


interest in aseat here, that was most to be weighed 
in this matter; it was the question whether four 
States, by this operation, either now or hereafter, 
were to be turned home from this floor. 

.Mr. J. knew it had been said, that when the 
report of the committee was made, they might 
fall a division of the question. But did that sat- 
isfy gentlemen’s delicacy, when once they had 
given up the high ground which they should oc- 
cupy here, protesting against one member or any 
set of members, selecting them out, and sending 
them before the Committee of Elections? Having 
taken that high ground, they then stood here 
contending for equal rights and equal privileges 
on this floor; but, yielding the first ground, they 
yielded everything. They might call a division 
of the question; but when they had once agreed 
to an adjedisntion of this matter—when, by their 
own consent, they had yielded that there was 
doubt, although the rules of the House might 
permit them, yet the rules of delicacy would pre- 
vent them from voting. Gentlemen, then, seeing 
the predicament in which they would necessarily 
be placed by it, should protest against this matter 
going before any committee for adjudication. 

It had been said, and might be eaid again, that 


they were aiming to back out from an investiga- 


tion of this matter. It wasnotso. If this matter 


was before the House from now to the lst of 


| afull investigation, buthe wanted it by the Hoys.. 
‘and he wanted the members of the House 
| body, to be their Popes of having 1, 


| wpon which he stood. 





June, he trusted that no gentleman would mak. 
any move tostop a full investigation. He way), 


sina 


subject investigated by a committee, and hayiy, 
areport from them, That was the ground \, 


| took here; and it seemed to him that when mom. 
‘bers of this House looked at the subject, they 
would see the position in which they placed they. 
| selves, by theirownconsent, by a different course. 


and would concur with him. If it should ty», 
out that the House, by an overbearing majority, 
should refer this matter to the Committee of Bic: 
tions, notwithstanding his vote and the vote of 
the other gentlemen interested against it, he hel 
that they would then have the right to act on this 
floor. It was better at once to take that courg 


, than that they should be placed in a situation by 
_ which these four States should be disfranchised. 


Did not gentlemen see objections to this cours: 
of proceeding? Let him suppose that those fj. 
ty members had got fifty-three members more tp 


/act with them—thus making one hundred ay¢ 


three members of this House—who, before they 
were sworn in, and before they had a right t 
judge, before the case was fairly placed befor 
them, had prematurely judged of this matter, and 
then that it was referred to the Committee of Elec. 
tions. One hundred and three members had al. 
ready decided, and there was no necessity for a 
report for them; yet, on that report, when they 


cut out those members interested from acting on 
| it, they would leave this matter to be decided by 
| this minority of one hundred and three; the ma. 
| jority would be ousted, and the minority wouli 
| take possession of this Hall. 
| them their right to their seats; they would there. 


Let them deny 


by disfranchise four States, would convert the 
minority into the ne of this House, and 
turn the channels of legislation differently from 


| what the people of the sovereign States of this 


Union had intended. That might be the oper 
ation in the Twenty-Ninth Congress, and he 
warned gentlemen how they acted in this manner, 


| Mr. J. would not admit that there was any right 
| or power in any member of this House to contes 


his seat upon this floor. That was the ground 
If any gentleman came 
from Missouri, and said by his memorial that he 
had been elected instead of him and contested his 


seat, and it became necessary to inquire into the 


| matter, which they would be bound to do, thea 


it was a proper subject for reference to the Com- 


| mittee of Elections, whose proper sphere it was 
| to decide between conflicting claims to seats on 
| this floor. 


But what did they propose to refer 
here? It was the rights of sovereign States to 
that committee for adjudication. Why wouldit 
not be just as proper for him to introduce a res- 
olution here that the right of the gentleman from 
Kentucky and of gentlemen from other States, i 
they pleased, should be referred to the Commit 
tee of Elections? He had the same right. Mr. 
J. stood here on the same testimony as that get- 
tleman did, and he had the same right to make 
that proposition. The very fact of entertaining 
a proposition of that kind, or adopting it, would 
form a precedent which would have the tendency 
hereafter to produce anarchy and confusion in this 
Hall. There was no one of them that knew to 
what injustice it might lead. They would by! 
be putting State against State; the States ts! 
should have a majority here agreeing to oust the 
Representatives from the other States, and they 
themselves to have no voice in the action of this 
House. It was putting the States at war with 
each other, and the most direful consequences 
wouldsensue. * 

A great deal had been said about laws and com 
stitutions; about conscience, too, and all that. 
Conscience! when the effect of the geference a 
vocated by gentlemen must be to confer on a mM 
jority to pass a law (so far, at least, as the action 
of this House was concerned) of the very wor! 
and most injurious character that could pot 
be imagined. This districting law had been '* 
tended, from the very first, to. bring the Repre 
sentatives from the non-districted States before* 
Committee of Elections of this House; and ge" 


| tlemen had full and timely warning that suc 
| must be its effect. It was passed with this diret 


purpose. The majority who passed it were ds 
tinctly apprised that there would not be time to 
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the legislation it contemplated—for districting the | 
States before the approaching election for mem- 
bers to the present Congress. Even had the law 
been constitutional in its character, it must of ne- | 
cessity have been practically inoperative. ‘ 
idea expressed by the gentleman from Indiana 
(understood to be Mr. Kennepy] was perfectly 
correct, that no such proposition as that now of- 
fered could constitutionally be entertained in this | 
House. An act like this, passed just upon the 
eve of a congressional election in two or three 
of the States, against the solemn warning that 
there could not be time for complying with its 

rovisions before the election, and against the 
earnest remonstrance of gentlemen that the ma- 
jority would at least make such an exception in 
the wording of the act as should make provision 
for members elected to this Congress to take their 
geats here this session! Why, they knew well | 
enough that notice could not reach the Governor 
of Missouri until a very few days before theelec- | 
tion. A law passed under such circumstances | 
looked very like a settled determination before- | 
hand to deprive sovereign States of the Union of 
their rights on this floor. ‘They were shown that | 
such would be its practical operation, and still | 
they passed the law. 

Mr. J. said this on the assumption taken by 

the gentleman that the apportionment law was 
constitutional, And even on that assumption, 
unless gentlemen were prepared to admit that a | 
triumphant party majority may keep sovereign 
States out of all their rights in this House—in 
fact, might keep them out of the House altogether 
—there could be no foundation for*a reference of 
their case to the Committee of Elections, as now | 
proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Davis.] One of the greatest questions was pre- | 
sented by such an attempt which could be moot- 
ed in thisbody,namely: whether the House could 
pass such a law that, in the approaching Twen- 
ty-Ninth Congress, entire States might be kept 
out of this House? That alone was quite enough 
tomake any law void. The mere fact that, by 
its operation, entire States must be ousted from 
this House, and, in effect, ousted from the Union, 
was enough to induce every man who loved the 
Constitution to hold it void and of none effect. 
Such was the posture of things under which this 
famous apportionment law had been passed. 
Three or four States of the Union were, by its 
operation, to be disfranchised—driven out of the 
Union! If gentlemen wanted to see a specimen 
of real nullification—not in word, but in deed and | 
in fact—here was a law which did no less than 
nullify this Union. 
_ But it was not his purpose, at this time, to go 
into'the merits of the apportionment Jaw; nor 
should he attempt it till the present question | 
should be decided. When the question of the 
validity of the law came legitimately and in 
proper form before the House, so that its merits 
could be fairly and deliberately argued, it would 
be time enough to touch the general question. 

The question now before the House was, 
whether the titles of gentlemen to their seats 
coming from those States which had not com- 
plied with the apportionment law, should be re- 
ferred to the standing Committee of Elections, to | 
a select committee, or to the Committee of the | 
Whole House on the state of the Union. He 
was in favor of neither. 
against all reference whatever of the matter; and 
he should, therefore, withdraw his amendment | 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia,[Mr. Sreenrop,] proposing a reference to 
« Committee of the Whole. For his part, he | 
could see no essential difference between the re- 
port of a standing committee, a select commit- 
tee, or a Committee of the Whole; but he could 
See very plainly that there was a great difference 

etween having the subject considered by any 
committee and by the House in a body. 

Mr. KENNEDY submitted an amendment, | 
stricking out all after the enacting clause in the | 
original resolution, and inserting a resolution that | 
the members from the States of New Hampshire, | 

lississippi, Missouri, and Georgia, are properly 
and constitutionally elected by general ticket, and | 
‘re as much entitled to their seats as the members | 
from any of the other States of the Union. 

E Mr. ELMER rose to.say that he could not) 
ole, as at present advised, for any one of the 
Propositions before the House; but he would sug- 





He was, on reflection, || 7th January last, the names of the persons who || 


| appear to have balances due them on the books || 





The || 


| some cause or other, disused. 





|| of the Treasury under the old funded debt of the || 





| House of Representatives these reasons for having withheld 


| munication from the Treasury Department, trans- | 
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favor from all quarters than any other. He would 
add, that the, course proposed in this proposition 
was the one always pursued in former times; 
though the practice had been, of late years, from 
He understood, | 
indeed, that it was formerly the custom of the 
Committee of Elections to require the members 
to present their credentials for their inspection | 
and examination. Mr. E. then submitted the | 
following, which was read: | 
Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be directed to | 
examine and report upon the certificates of election, or | 
other credentials, of the members returned to serve in this || 
House ; and that they inquire and report whether the sev- | 


eral members of this House have been ejected in conform- | 
ity with the Constitution and law. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said that he ac-*|| 
cepted the resolution of Mr. Ermer as a modifi- || 
cation of the one offered by him. \ 

1} 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing letter from the President of the United 
States: 


To the House of Representatives : 
I received, within a few hours of the adjournment of the 
last Congress, a joint resolution * directing payment of the 
certificates or awards issued by the commissioners under 
the treaty with the Cherokee Indians.’ Its provisions in- 
volved principles of great importance, in reference to which |! 
it required more time to obtain the necessary information || 
than was allowed. ' 
The balance of the fund provided by Congress for satis- |) 
fying claims under the seventeenth article of the Cherokee || 
treaty referred to in the resolution, is wholly insufficient to Li 
meet the claims still pending. To direct the payment, there- 7} 
fore, of the whole amount of those claims which happened | 
to be first adjudicated, would prevent a ratable distribution 
of the fund among those equally entitled to its benefits. 
| 


Such a violation ef the individual rights of*the claimants | 
would impose upon the Government the obligation of mak- | 
ing further appropriations to indemnify them; and thus 
Congress would be obliged to enlarge a provision, liberal | 
and equitable, which it had made for the satisfaction of all | 
the demands of the Cherokees, I was unwilling to sanction | 
& measure which would thus indirectly overturn the ad- | 
justment of our differences with the Cherokees, accom- | 
plished with so much difficulty, and to which tme is‘rec- | 
onciling those Indians. 

If no such indemnity should be provided, then a palpable 
and very gross wrong would be inflicted upon the claimants || 
who had not been so fortunate as to have theirclaimstaken || 
up in preference to others; besides, the fund having been || 
appropriated by law to a specific purpose in fulfillment of | 
the treaty, it belongs to the Cherokees; and the authority of 


this Government to direct its application to particular claims 
is more than questionable, 

The direction in the joint resolution, therefore, to pay the 
awards of the commissioners to the amount of 8100,000, 
seemed to me quite objectionable, and could not be ap- 
proved. 

The further direction, that the certificates required to be 
issued by the treaty, and in conformity with the practice of 
the board heretofore, shall be proper and sufficient vouchers 
upon which payment shall be made at the Treasury, is a 
departure from the system established soon after the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, and maintained ever since. That || 
system requires that payments under the authority of any |} 
Department shall be made upon its requisition, counter- || 
signed by the proper Auditor and Comptroller. The greatest 
irregularity would ensue from the mode of payment pre- || 
scribed by the resolution, i 

I have deemed it respectful and proper to lay before the || 


} 
} 
| 
} 
| 


my approval of the above-mentioned joint resolution, | 
JOHN ‘TYLER. | 
| 


Wasuineton, December 18, 1843. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- |! 


mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the || 


i 


United States. i| 
Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay it on the table || 
without printing. 
Mr. WISE desired to know why the gentleman 
objected to the printing. 
Mr.C. JOHNSON said that the effect of print- || 
ing it would be to place the document in the hands 
of speculators, who would hunt up the claimants, 
and buy up their claims; and, at all events, they | 
would find names to suit those on the books of || 
the Treasury. 
Mr. WISE moved to amend the motion by |) 
adding ‘fan printed.’” He wanted the docu- || 
ment printed, for the purpose of keeping those | 
claims out of the hands of speculators. If printed, | 
the information would be circulated through the | 
country, and the heirs of claimants would be in- || 
formed of what was due them, and thus be en- j) 
abled to claim the amount; but let the document |) 


be packed away without printing, and thus spec- |! 


| 
| arice of additional compensation to the deputies ard clerks 
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gest to gentlemen whether the one he held in || ulators and agents, of whom there were always 
‘| his hand would not be more likely to meet with 


a sufficient numberat Washington, would be able 
to get hold of it, and by this means make their 
own terms with the rightful claimants. If any- 
thing was due to his constituents, he wanted it 
made public. He had some experience in these 
matters, and knew that it was by withholding 
the publication that speculators and agents were 
enabled to practice the most infamous frauds on 
claimants, as was the case in relation to old mil- 
itary claims some years ago. 

Mr. HOLMES, in corroboration of what had 
been said by the gentleman from Virginia, said 
that one of his constituents had received a letter 
from a person at Washington, stating that there 
was a sum of money standing to the credit of his 


| father on the books of the Treasury, and exact- 


ing thirty per cent. for the information. He knew, 
also, of a number of others similarly situated, 
Mr. C. JOHNSON said the danger was not of 
their hunting up the rightful claimants only, but 
of those who have no claims whatever, but bear 
the names of the claimants. In this way, there 


, was danger that the grossest frauds would be 


perpetrated. The same thing had happened in 
the case of the Virginia bounty land claims some 
years ago, when, in consequence of the frauds 
perpetrated, claims were passed through to double 
the amount of all the just claims that could pos- 
sibly have been outstanding. 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved that the 
fouse adjourn; but withdrew this motion for a 
moment, at the request of 
Mr. C. JOHNSON, who offered the following 
resolution; which was read for information: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 


for the appointment of the Chief of the Bureau of Provis- 


ions and Clothing out of the number of pursers in the 
Navy. 


The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions were presented to-day, under the 
rule: 

By Mr. HOLMES: The petition of John Frayer & Co., 
to be refunded a sum of money paid under a forfeiture ; of 
heirs of E. H. Boy, for a grant of land in lieu of lands ap- 
propriated by the Government of the United States, belong- 
ing to bis father; of Mary R. Hatch, to be restored to the 
Navy pension fund; of the vestry of St. Phillip’s Chureh, 
Charleston, South Carolina, to be refunded a sum of money 
paid in duties upon an organ. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition and vouchers 
in the case of the claim of Colonel Francis Vigo, late of In- 
diana 4 which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also, the petition and vouchers of Cornelius Bogard, 
praying compensation for two horses lost during the last 
war; Which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of John J. Beck, of Missouri, praying 
compensation for a horse lost in the battle of Tippecanoe ; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Sullivan county, Indi- 
ana, asking the erection of a bridge over the Ohio river at 
Wheeling ; which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also, a similar petition from citizens of Owen county, 
Indiana, praying the same object; which was.referred to 
the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Gideon Walker, of Indiana, praying 
compensation for services rendered as a soldier from the 
year 1792 to the year 1795; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of numerous citizens of Knox county, 
Indiana, asking a donation of land in the Vineennes land 
district, for the purpose of improving the Wabash river at 
the Grand Rapids; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, a resolution referring the papers and affidavits in 
the case of Alexander Reid, of Lawrence county, Indiana, 
asking a pension on account of wounds received during the 
revolutionary yar; which was referred to the Commitice 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of the branch pilots of 
the port of New Orleans, praying to be permitted to enter, 


|| with the privilege of preémptors, a certain tract of land 


situated near the Balize, at the mouth of the river Missis- 


, sippi; the petition of L. Millander and others, for the con- 


firmation of certain entries of land in the New Orleans | 
land district ; the petition of Lewis Irvin, for the confirma- 
tion.of the sale of a tract of public land in the New Or- 
leans land district ; the petition of Bernard Hawkin for the 
confirmation of the sale of a tract of land in the district 
north of Red river, Louisiana ; the petition of F. Dana and 
others, for the confirmation of certain land entries in the 
New Orleans Jand district; the petition of Peter Philibert 
and others, praying for a directory law for the issuing of 
patents for confirmed Jand claims; the petition of B. Ma- 
rigny and others, praying for legistation. on the subject of 
contested land claims in Lonisiana; which were referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of L. Deletre and others, for the allow- 


of naval officers at New Orleans ; the petition of the New 
Orieans and Carrolton Railroad Company, for relief against 
a judgment obtained against them in the district court of 
Louisiana ; which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
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Also, the petition of Henrietta Benes, daughter of Cap- 
tain Lathrop Allen, for the commutation and bounty land 
of her father; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Eliza Trenchard and 
others, widows of Navy officers, for a restoration of the 
Navy pension fund. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Ingalls, a revolutionary 
claimant, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of John Sweeney, for the remission of 
duties on @ pipe of gin accidentally destroyed. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Hunter, widow, for relief. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The petition of Obadiah Newcomb, 
of the city of New York, praying fora pension. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of,Garret Norton, 
of Du Page county, Illinois, for the refunding the purchase 
money on certain lands. 

Also, the petition of Alva Keneda, of Kane county, for 
the same. 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The petition of Reuben Taylor, a 
soldier of the Revolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition of Robert C. Kelly, of 
Richmond, Kentucky, praying an increase of his pension ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
aions. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of W. W. Browning 
and J. 8. Skinner, praying the confirmation of the location 
of certain lands made to satisfy the claim of Alabatcha, by 
virtue of the fourteenth article of Dancing Rabbit creek ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 





By Mr. DODGE, of lowa: Additional evidence in sup- |! 


port of the claim of John Morgan for a pension; which, 
with his other papers on file, were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the papers of Samuel D. Enochs, relating toa claim 
for ahorse lost inthe Black Hawk war; which were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Turespay, December 19, 1843. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from | 
sundry citizens of Michigan, praying for the es- | 


tablishment of a mail route from Mount Clemens 
to Romeo, in that State; which was referred to 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 
Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from the | 


resident and directors of the Patriotic Bank of 
Miciheasans asking for an extension of their 
charter; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from 
George Wilson and others, workmen lately em- 
ployed in the navy-yard in the city of Washing- 
ton, representing the exhaustion of the appro- 
priation for the construction and equipment of 
vessels, and their consequent sudden discharge 
from employment; and praying an carly special 


appropriation for the resumption of the ‘work || 
upon the vessels begun in the said yard, that they | 


may be restored to employment, by the unex- 
pected loss of which they are suffering great 


THE 





'| Public Lands. 


} 
| 
| 
| 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill to 
ora for the adjustment of land claims in the 
| States of Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, and 
| Arkansas, and for other purposes; which was 
| read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
| vate Land Claims, 

Mr. FOSTER, on leave, introduced a bill to 
| establish a navy-yard and depot at or adjacent 
| to the city of Memphis, on the Mississippi river, 
in the State of Tennessee; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE, on leave, introduced a 
bill to apply certain alternate sections of the pub- 
lic domain to the completion of works of internal 
improvement in the State of Michigan, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. WALKER, on leave, introduced a bill 
authorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth | 
section granted for the use of schools, and the 
entering of other lands in lieu thereof; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on 





THE COMPROMISE ACT. 
| Mr.McDUFFIE, agreeably to the notice given 
| yesterday, and on leave, introduced a bill to re- 


called the compromise act,) and to modify the 
existing duties upon foreign imports, in conform- 
ity with its provisions. 

The bill having been read the first time by its 
title, 


second reading. 
Mr. EVANS inquired if it was with a view to 
its reference to a committee? 


Mr. McDUFFIE replied in the affirmative. 


| lows: 


Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 


so much of the existing law imposing duties upon foreign | 


imports as provides that duties ad valorem on certain com- 


modities shall be assessed upon anassumed minimum value, | 


be, aud the same is hereby, repealed; and that the said 
duties be hereafter assessed on the true value of such com- 
moidities. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That in all cases in 
which the existing duty “von any imported commodity ex- 
ceeds thirty per centum on the value thereof, such duty 
shall hereatter be reduced to thirty per centum ad valorem. 

Sec. 3..4nd be it furtier enacted, That from and after the 
3ist day of December next, all duties upon foreign imports 
shall be reduced to twenty-five per centum; and from and 
alter the 3ist of December, 1844, to twenty per centum ad 
| valorem. 


Mr. McDUFFIE moved that the bill be referred 


hardships during the inclement season of the win- || to the Committee on Finance. 


ter. 


who had been induced to come to this city under 


a promise, by the Government, of regular em- | 


ployment; and maintained that it was the duty of 
Congress to make an early appropriation to re- 


lieve them from their calamitous situation. He | 
moved to refer the memorial to the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs; which committee, he hoped would | 


give the subject early consideration, 

Mr. EVANS suggested, as the bill called for 
an appropriation, that the Committee on Finance 
would be the proper committee to which the me- 
morial should be referred. 

Mr. MERRICK acquiesced in the suggestion; 
and that reference was accordingly made. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
Elizabeth Young, praying for a continuation of 


the pension to her; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial from |; for thet , 
| bracing its identical provisions, and sent it back | 
Navy, asking that compensation may be made || for our action again—taking the ground that sub- || 


Commander James McIntosh, of the United States 


him for services performed extra above his rank 
in the Navy, under special appointment; which 


was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- || gestion that honorable gentlemen, in considering | 
|| the subject, may be aware of the stand then taken || 
|.by the House. Gentlemen may think the House | 


fairs. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to increase 


the pey of certain officers in the revenue cutters, | 


’ 


Mr. M. made an appeal in behalf of those 
workmen, (some of whom have large families,) | 


Mr. KING remarked that he had no disposition 
to raise objection to a bill of this description, for 
he was strongly impressed with the belief that, 


for the purpose of raising an amount of revenue | 


adequate for the support of Government, a great 
| modification would have to take place in the tariff 


| law of the last Congress. That biil, he was con- | 


vinced, would not bring in an adequate amount 
for the support of Government, even with the 
most economical administration of it. So believ- 
ing, he hoped that, in one House or the other, 


! 

|| the subject would be taken up, and receive acalm | 
| and thorough investigation. He rose now for the | 
|| purpose of expressing his doubts, founded on the 
|| practice of Congress, in regard to originating bills 
When the famous | 


of this kind in the Senate. 
_ compromise act (which this bill proposed to re- 
| that House was so strongly impressed with the 
belief that it was wrong to originate such a bill 
here, that our bill was not considered a proper 
one for their action. They passed a new bill em- 


| jects of that kind must originate in the House of 
| Representatives alone. 


was wrong. Bat if they should come to a de- 


here, or to some other conclusion, then the Senate 
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vive the act of the 2d of March, 1833, (usually | 


Mr. KING moved that the bill then receive a | 


The bill was then read the second time, as fol- 


vive) passed the Senate, and was sent tothe House, | 


He threw out this sug- | 


termination that the bill ought not to originate | 


would understand what course to pursue hereafter. | 


December 19. 





of the case to which the honorable Senator from 
Alabama referred. Whatever was then the dp. 
cision of the House, most assuredly the decisigy 
of the Senate on this question was a more jyy 
rule for the government of the country than 4p 
decision of the House. He was then’in the Hous, 
and did not recollect that such a question was 
distinctly made at that time; but as a matter of 
convenience, merely, another bill was introduced 
passed, and sent to the Senate. Though it might 
not be constitutional to originate a bill in the Sep. 
ate to raise revenue, yet he conceived it would be 
strictly so to originate one reducing an €Xisting 
tariff. 

Mr. EVANS said he certainly had no obje. 
tion to the reference of this bill. He did not make 
any objection to its introduction; but, at the same 
time, there were existing strong doubts whether, 
bill of this character could originate in the Sep. 
ate. He was aware of the practice; but as to the 
compromise bill, the Senator from Alabama was 
a little mistaken. The compromise bill did no 
pass the Senate, and was not sent to the House 
jatall, Before it was passed, the House origin 
| ated a bill and sent it to this body, and the bill 
introduced here was laid upon the table, and the 
othér passed. This wasa matter, however, which 
the Committee on Finance, in considering the 
subject, would be likely to investigate. He did 
|| not desire to go into a discussion of this matter 
|| of adequacy of duties under the existing tariff; 
but, at the proper time, he would take the liberty 
| to differ with the Senator from Alabama as to the 
experience of its effects. His experience was, 
|| that the pres@ht tariff would furnish enough rev- 
|| enue to carry on the Government. 

i The bill was then referred to the Committeeon 
|| Finance. 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
| W oopsury yesterday, came up, and was adopt 


| ed: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 


| the Senate the value of the imports of the year preceding 
| the Ist of October, 1843, distinguishing those free from the 
Others; also, the value of the exports during the same pe- 
| nod, distinguishing those of domestic origin from the otb- 
| ers; and, where the returns are not complete for the last 
quarter, estimating the vaiue as near as may be. 


PETITION WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave was 
| granted to withdraw from the files of the Senate 
| the petition of George Bibcr, administrator of the 
| estate of William H. Hunter. 


SURVEY OF RED RIVER. 


The joint resolutiun to provide for the exan- 
| ination and survey of the mouth of Red river, 
| came up on its second reading, as in Committe 

of the Whole. 

Mr. BARROW moved to amend the first reso- 
|| lution, by inserting the word ‘* topographical” 
| before the word ‘ engineers;”? which was agreed 

to; and, on his further motion, the resolution was 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate pro- 

ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent thereon, adjourned. 








| 

| —_—-— - - 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 19, 1843. 

The Journal having been read, 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL rose and observed 


to have a very interesting document of the last 
session printed. It was the report of the Cont 
mittee on Commerce on the subject of Africa 
colonization, and contained a mass of matter rel- 
ative to commerce, which was well worth pub 
| lishing. 

|| ‘The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
'| Pennsylvania that his motion was not in ordeti 
'| the first business before the House being the res 
| olution of the gentleman from Kentucky on the 
|, subject of the elections in certain States. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 


Mr. WISE said he would inform the Speaker 
and the House, that, as yet, no business whatev 


that he was desirous of asking leave of the Hous 


while serving in the Navy of the United States. || He had not the least objection to the reference || had been referred to the standing committees ° 
Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would, to- || proposed, 


mo ow,asl 1 


“A 


of Prerre Menard and others 


leave tointroduce a bill for the relief || 


Mr. McDUFFIE (who was very indistinctly 
|| heard) was understood tu say that he was aware 





| the House; the President’s message, and the i" 
|| ous subjects embraced in it, were not yet referred; 
\| and it seemed to him that the most profitable w#y 
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